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St. Joseph over the door
Jesus’s foster father takes after an 
Old Testament patriarch in a new 
bronze relief being cast for the 
space above the columns at the 
entrance to the Cathedral of St. 
Joseph. 
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Barb Prasad is highlighting, facilitating 
women’s ministry throughout the diocese
By Jay Nies

Barbara Prasad is eager to hand on what she’s been given. 
She wants all Catholic women to have the kind of fellow

ship and support she’s been able to count on through the best 
and the worst times of her adult life. 

“There are a million ways my faith life has been moved 
forward by women in my parish,” said Mrs. Prasad, coordi
nator of women’s ministry for the Jefferson City diocese. 

“It doesn’t have to be complicated — book groups, prayer 
groups, getting together to volunteer,” she said. “The thing is 
simply to surround yourself with faithful women, and they 
help move you around.”

Mrs. Prasad, a member of Cathedral of St. Joseph Parish 
in Jefferson City, came to work for the diocese last fall. 

She succeeds LeAnn Korsmeyer, who retired from wom
en’s ministry last summer after helping to get it established at 
the diocesan level. 

Mrs. Prasad has been working to provide resources to 
parishes for promoting the spiritual and social wellbeing of 
women, who are often the foundation and mortar of their 
families, parishes and communities. 

“I know that as a woman, there are times in your life when 
you feel there is no time that belongs to you,” she said. “I 
think making sure that you’re connected to other women 
who understand that and who can be your prayer warriors 
and if nothing else can just be there with you when you’ve 
run out of energy — that’s something every woman needs.”

Such relationships historically developed organically 
through families, neighborhoods, parishes and communities. 
But many women today just don’t have time to forge those 
bonds.

“We’re a very busy society,” said Mrs. Prasad. “We have 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY, page 14

Celebrating a decade of change and renewal

See POPE FRANCIS, page 17

Pope Francis greets the crowd as he arrives for his general audience in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican Oct. 5, 2022. Vatican 
News March 10, 2023, published excerpts of a new interview with RSI, a Swiss radio-television broadcasting in Italian, marking 
his 10 years as pope.  — CNS photo/Paul Haring

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

Vatican City
For a decade, even when discussing 

the internal workings of the Vatican, 
Pope Francis has insisted the Church is 
not the Church of Christ if it does not 
reach out, sharing the “joy of the Gos
pel” and placing the poor at the center 
of its attention.

Francis’s pontificate, which began 
10 years ago on March 13, has sent 
waves of change and renewal through 
the Church, from the Vatican to the 
corners of the world. 

“Pope Francis has embraced his call 
to be our teacher and pastor, empha
sizing God’s mercy and calling us to 
look to our faith as a means to heal 
our painful divisions,” said Bishop W. 
Shawn McKnight. 

In a statement, the bishop invited 
the faithful of this diocese to join him 
in prayer for Pope Francis as the world 
marks 10 years of his papacy.

“By inviting us all into a synodal 
conversation, he has asked Catholics 
everywhere to open their hearts as we 
strive to understand and live out God’s 
plan for his Church,” Bishop Mc
Knight stated. 

“We are truly better together — al
ways,” the bishop continued. “With 
prayer, let us move forward with our 
Holy Father. Learning from his leader
ship, may our parishes and our diocese 
grow toward a stronger communion, 
cultivating our faith and reflecting the 
beauty of God’s mercy.”

10th aniversary 
of Pope Francis’s papacy 
celebrated on March 13



St. Vincent de Paul Parish of 
Pettis County will celebrate a 
Mass of Anointing of the Sick 
for Catholics who are separat-
ed and/or divorced and have 
illnesses, on Saturday, April 1.

It will be at noon in the 
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Pray for deceased priests
Mar. 19 — Fr. Fred J. Barnett, St. Patrick, Laurie; and St. Philip 

Benizi, Versailles (2011)
Mar. 27 — Fr. Patrick L. Pierceall, St. Joseph, Palmyra (2016)
Mar. 31 — Fr. Joseph G. Lawlor, Missionary Service, Peru (2011)

Catholic Charities 
Food Pantry open house 

Catholic Charities of Cen-
tral and Northern Missouri 
will hold an open house cele-

brating the one-year anniversary of the Catholic Charities Food 
Pantry, from 4 to 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 21, at 1015 
Edmonds St. in Jefferson City. 

“We’d love for those who are able to join us in Jefferson City 
for an Open House to celebrate one year of bringing neighbors 
closer to food and nutrition security in the Catholic Charities 
Food Pantry,” the event’s organizers stated. 

DATE: March 21
TIME: 4 - 6:30 pm

The National Shrine of Mary, 
Mother of the Church in Laurie 
will host a Lenten Pilgrimage of 
Healing on Thursday, March 
30, beginning at 5 p.m.

Pilgrims will have the op-
portunity to receive the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation, 
available in both English and 
Spanish, before or after Mass. 

Mass will be at 5:30 p.m., 
followed by Adoration of the 

Pilgrimage of Healing in Laurie
Most Blessed Sacrament and 
healing prayer.

Father Norbert Rappold, a 
priest of the Diocese of Little 
Rock, Arkansas, will celebrate 
the Mass and offer healing prayer 
and the laying on of hands.

Fr. Rappold has said he has 
seen God move in miraculous 
ways through his devotion to 
Jesus Christ and the Blessed 
Mother. 

He actively prays for healing 
in his parish, area hospital and 
nursing homes, at conferences, 

and at Healing Masses.
The National Shrine of 

Mary, Mother of the Church, 
is adjacent to St. Patrick 
Church at 176 Marian Dr., off 
of Highway 5 in Laurie. 

Registration is not required 
for this event, and all are wel-
come and invited to come 
for healing and prayer. More 
information can be found at 
mothersshrine.com, or by call-
ing 573-374-MARY (6279).

thenationalshrineofmary
motherofthechurch.com

DATE: March 30
TIME: 5 pm

Abortion survivor to speak in Moberly

Abortion survivor Melissa 
Ohden will be the keynote 
speaker at the Moberly chap-
ter of Missouri Right to Life’s 
fourth annual banquet. 

It will be at 6 p.m. on 
Thursday, March 30, in the 
Moberly Municipal Audito-
rium, 201 W. Rollins St.

Despite  initial concerns re-
garding Ms. Ohden’s future af-
ter surviving the attempt to end 
her life at approximately seven 
months gestation, she has not 
only survived, but thrived.

She is a master’s level pre-
pared social worker and the 
author of You Carried Me: A 
Daughter’s Memoir. 

Her second book, which will 
focus on other abortion survi-
vors breaking their silence, will 
be published in 2024. 

Ms. Ohden is the founder 
and director of The Abortion 
Survivors Network,  the only 
healing and advocacy organi-
zation for abortion survivors. 
She and her team have con-

DATE: March 30
TIME: 6 pm

nected with 633 survivors as 
of 2022.

Banquet tickets are $45 
per person. Reservations are 

required. For more informa-
tion, contact Therese Sander 
at 660-651-9748 or email 
therese.sander@gmail.com.

Mass, Stations for people 
who are separated, divorced
DATE: April 1
TIME: noon

Sacred Heart Chapel, 421 W. 
Third St. in Sedalia.

Stations of the Cross orient-
ed toward the same group will 
be prayed after the Mass.

All who are separated or di-
vorced are invited to participate.

Contact Deacon Turf Mar-
tin at 660-460-0036 for infor-
mation.

Catholic Charities of Central and Northern Missouri is con-
ducting its annual Lenten Appeal to support a myriad of services. 

People can donate using the tear-off envelope that was in-
cluded in the Feb. 3 edition of The Catholic Missourian; by visit-
ing cccnmo.diojeffcity.org/give, by calling 573-635-7719, or by 
mailing a check to: Catholic Charities of Central and Northern 
Missouri, PO Box 104626, Jefferson City, MO 65110.

Catholic Charities 
Lenten Appeal

Refurbishing & Restoration 
 Altar Refinishing    23 K Gold Leafing 

Ecclesiastical Restoration
Joseph L. Loving  

Studio Joe’s 
302 Ave. F

West Point, Iowa  52656
Cell: 319-470-8646

studiojoes@mchsi.com

The Chancery office of the Diocese of Jefferson 
City seeks a Chief Financial Officer who can ensure 
consistency, transparency, and simplicity in the 
financial systems of the parishes, schools and 
Chancery. As a member of the Bishop’s cabinet, the 
CFO provides clear and timely communications 

of financial and other information throughout the diocese, 
maintaining confidentiality where appropriate.

The CFO is responsible for providing, developing and 
maintaining financial accountability standards and ethics for 
all diocesan entities in order to promote respect and trust 
among parishioners. The CFO directs, manages and supervises 
the financial operations of the Chancery, in conjunction with 
the Bishop and the members of the Corporate Board, as well 
as manages the diocesan assets and advises management in 
financial operations. 

The full job listing can be found at diojeffcity.org/cfo. 
To apply, email resume to Brent Morton, Vice President, 
Catholic Recruiter Associates, Brent@CatholicRecruiter.
com.

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

Sponsored by Wardsville/Osage Bend K of C Home Association

Sunday, April 2

St. Stanislaus Parish Gymnasium  

Sausage
Pancakes
Scrambled Eggs
Biscuits & Gravy
Orange Juice/Coffee/Water

Adults $12
Children 5-12 $5
4 & Under FREE

Wardsville

Wardsville/Osage Bend Knights of Columbus

BREAKFAST

Served from 7:30am to Noon
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Bishop McKnight’s
Calendar
MARCH

Mar 21 Blessing of the new bells, Cathedral of St. Joseph, 10 
am, Jefferson City

Mar 22 Helias Catholic High School Board of Directors 
Meeting, 11 am, Chancery; Diocesan School Advisory 
Board Dinner Meeting, 5:30 pm, Bishop’s Residence

Mar 25 Confirmation Ceremony, St. Vincent de Paul Parish, 11 
am, Sedalia

Mar 26 Confirmation Mass, Holy Rosary Parish, Monroe City, 
St. Stephen Parish, Indian Creek, and St. Frances 
Cabrini Parish, Paris, 9:30 am, Holy Rosary Church, 
Monroe City

Mar 27 Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate Board 
Executive Committee Meeting, 11 am, Virtual

Mar 28 Priests’ Personnel Board Meeting, 2 pm, Chancery; 
Confirmation Mass, Immaculate Conception Parish, 
Montgomery City, St. Patrick Parish, Jonesburg, and 
Resurrection Parish, Wellsville, 6:30 pm, Immaculate 
Conception Church, Montgomery City

Mar 29 Confirmation Mass, St. Joseph Parish, Westphalia and 
St. Anthony of Padua Parish, Folk, 6:30 pm, St. Joseph 
Church, Westphalia

Mar 31 Jubilee Retirement, Parish Development Corporation 
and Diocesan Real Estate Corporation Board meetings; 
10 am, Chancery

APRIL
Apr 2 Missouri Bishops Province Meeting, 7 pm, Archdiocese 

of St. Louis
Apr 3 Missouri Catholic Conference Board Meeting, 9 am, 

Archdiocese of St. Louis
Apr 4 Chrism Mass, 10 am, St. Andrew Church, Holts 

Summit; Priest Jubilarians Luncheon and Joint Parish 
Corporations Meeting following

Por un mayor respeto a 
la dignidad de toda vida 

humana; que nuestra 
fe católica nos inspire a 

reconocer a todos los seres 
humanos, sin importar su 

edad, raza o condición, 
como nuestros hermanos 

y hermanas en el Señor.

For a greater respect 
for the dignity of all 
human life; may our 
Catholic Faith inspire 
us to recognize all 
human beings — no 
matter their age, race, 
or condition — as our 
brothers and sisters in 
the Lord.

Bishop McKnight’s
March prayer
intention for our 
Local Church

Intención del mes 
de marzo del Obispo 

McKnight por
nuestra Iglesia Local

Please be so kind as to make this a part of your group and private prayer.

Decree 
Implementing a
Quinceañera Policy

Official Notice 0f Appointments

Benjamin Roodhouse, JD, JCL
Chancellor

I am pleased to announce that 
the Most Reverend W. Shawn 
McKnight, Bishop of Jefferson 
City, has recently made the fol-
lowing appointments to provide 
the most effective pastoral care of 
the Diocese of Jefferson City:

PRIESTS
Reverend Monsignor Rob-

ert A. Kurwicki, VG, appoint-
ed to the Board of Directors of 
Catholic Charities of Central 
and Northern Missouri, effec-
tive 1 March 2023.

LAITY
Colleen Abbott, appointed 

as the Southwest Deanery Rep-
resentative on the Diocesan 

Pastoral Council, effective 28 
February 2023. 

Pat McKinzie, appointed 
to the Board of Directors for 
the National Shrine of Mary 
Mother of the Church, effec-
tive 28 February 2023.

Benjamin Roodhouse, JD, 
JCL, appointed to the Board of 
Directors of Catholic Charities 
of Central and Northern Mis-

souri, effective 1 March 2023.

Mike Kelly, appointed as 
Vice Chairperson of the Dioc-
esan Finance Council, effective 
6 March 2023. 

Gary Wilbers, appointed as 
Chairperson of the Diocesan 
Finance Council, effective 6 
March 2023.

“It is a proper and grave 
duty especially of pastors of 
souls to take care of the cat-
echesis of the Christian people 
so that the living faith of the 
faithful becomes manifest and 
active through doctrinal in-
struction and the experience 
of Christian life” (canon 773 
of the Code of Canon Law).

The Quinceañera celebra-
tion is a vibrant part of the 
tradition of the Hispanic/
Latino community within 
our diocese. In order that 
this important moment in 
the life of young women is 
properly a moment of evan-
gelization and catechetical 
formation, I am introducing 
this Quinceañera Prepara-
tion Policy. This policy is the 
work of the Hispanic Minis-
try Advisory Council and the 
Office of Hispanic and Inter-
cultural Ministries. This pol-
icy provides clear guidelines 

for Pastors and Quinceañera 
facilitators so that this cel-
ebration and familial tradi-
tion is properly formed by 
the Catholic faith, and en-
courages all participates to 
a deeper involvement in the 
Church as good stewards in 
their parish community.

I, therefore, DECREE that 
this Quinceañera Policy shall 
be promulgated by being 
published on the diocesan 
website, and that it will take 
effect one month from the 
date of this letter, all things 
to the contrary notwith-
standing.

I would like to reinforce 
the fact that these policies 
and regulations are particular 
law for the Diocese of Jef-
ferson City and are therefore 
obligatory for all who reside 

See DECREE, page 14

Bishop 
comments 
on the 
shooting 
of two 
police 
officers in 
Hermann

Bishop W. Shawn McKnight 
released the following state-
ment in response to a March 
12 shooting in Hermann that 
resulted in the death of Detec-
tive Sgt. Mason Griffith and 
injured Officer Adam Sullen-
trup, both of the Hermann Po-
lice Department: 

“The Diocese of Jefferson 
City is mourning alongside 
our brothers and sisters in 
our community of  Hermann, 
where an incomprehensible 
act of violence has killed one 
police officer and wounded an-
other. 

“Let us pray together and 
ask God to heal all those 
among us who are in pain 
from this tragedy. May we find 
the capacity to free our society 
from these acts of violence and 
fully protect the dignity of hu-
man life.”

& 

THROUGHOUT MISSOURI.

CENTRALBANK.NET  |  634.1111  |  MEMBER FDIC

MORE CONVENIENCE THAN EVER

200
ATM’s

100
BRANCHES

with over



By Liz Schleicher
It’s Lent. 

Forty days 
of dedi-
cation to 
p r a y e r , 
p e n a n c e , 
almsgiving 
and fast-
ing in the 

name of the Lord. Not fast-
ing like medical fasting before 
a scan or surgery. Not trendy 
intermittent fasting for weight 
loss, either. This is fasting in-
vented by those mean old re-
ligious people. They want you 
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Lent is a good time for an examination of conscience and to receive the sacrament of reconciliation in preparation for the celebration of Christ’s 
passion, death and reconciliation. Here is a partial list of Lenten communal reconciliation services in the Jefferson City diocese. Most services will 
include a short prayer service followed by individual confessions. Extra priests from neighboring parishes are typically present to help out. Additional 
services will be added to updated versions of this article at cathmo.com and to the diocesan calendar at diojeffcity.org/events as they are publicized. 
“Come to be healed and restored to unity with God our Father, and hence with yourselves and others,” said Father Matthew Flatley, pastor of 
Immaculate Conception Parish in Jefferson City. 

Communal reconciliation services for Lent

Canton — Tuesday, March 28, 7 pm, St. Joseph 
Church

Eldon — Tuesday, March 21, 6:30 pm, Sacred 
Heart Church

Ewing — Thursday, March 23, 7 pm, Queen of 
Peace Church

Fayette — Tuesday, March 21, 6:30 pm, St. 
Joseph Church

Glasgow — Wednesday, March 22, 6:30 pm, St. 
Mary Church

Holts Summit — Thursday, March 23, 7 pm, St. 
Andrew Church

Jefferson City — Tuesday, March 28, 7 pm, St. 
Peter Church

Kirksville — Sunday, March 26, 2 pm, Newman 
Center

Lake Ozark — Monday, March 20, 7 pm, Our Lady 
of the Lake Church

Marshall — Thursday, March 23, 6:30 pm, St. Peter 
Church

Mary’s Home — Sunday, March 19, 3 pm, Our Lady 
of the Snows Church

Monroe City — Thursday, March 30, 6:30 pm, Holy 
Rosary Church

Pilot Grove — Wednesday, March 29, 7 pm, St. 
Joseph Church

Russellville — Wednesday, March 29, 7 pm, St. 
Michael Church

St. Martins — Wednesday, March 29, 7 pm, St. 
Martin Church

Sedalia — Sunday, March 26, 4 pm, St. Patrick 
Chapel

Taos — Wednesday, March 22, 7 pm, St. Francis 
Xavier Church

Wardsville — Thursday, March 23, 6 pm, St. 
Stanislaus Church

Warsaw — Tuesday, March 21, 7 pm, St. Ann 
Church

Connecting with God, our ancestors during the lean time of year
to eat less meat and just eat less 
in general, and they expect that 
to have some kind of an effect 
on your relationship with God. 
Ridiculous.

Back in the old, old days, 
before the inventions of can-
ning and freezing food, this 
was a lean time of year. You’d 
be scraping the bottom of your 
barrel of salt pork and wild 
game would be at its scarcest 
and scrawniest. There were no 
fresh fruits or vegetables, the 
hens were just picking up lay-
ing again after the long winter 
and the cow may not be giving 

much milk either. That is, if you 
could afford a cow. Most people 
got by in late winter on a diet of 
bread and root vegetables stored 
up over the previous year, punc-
tuated with a little dried fruit, 
an egg here and there, or a glass 
of milk if they were lucky. Meat 
was a rare treat. When spring 
finally sprung, people headed 
out to hunt for the first wild 
greens — onion grass, mustard 
greens, poke, ramps. Old gran-
nies said it “cleaned the blood” 
and strengthened the liver. It 
probably does.

A lot of people were a little 
hungry this time of year. Some 
people were a lot hungry. So 
when spring abundance swept 
in, they were not just full, but 
grateful. They were deeply 
grateful for wild greens and 
mushrooms, milk and eggs 
and fresh cheese, the first gar-
den produce, and even lamb 
and veal.

Because it was seasonal and 
sometimes scarce, people ap-
preciated their food in a way we 

no longer can. They were inti-
mately aware of the work it took 
to hunt a turkey or find a morel. 
They knew the heartache of sac-
rificing the first innocent lambs 
so that humans could be fed. 
The bread they held at supper 
had already passed through their 
family’s fingers many times: first 
as seed being sown, then green 
grass, then ripe wheat being har-
vested, then finally as flour sifted 
and kneaded under the hands of 
the woman of the house.

The most we know is the 
heartache of Aldi being out of 
a particular kind of cheese.

Yearning, patience, hard 
work, sacrifice, waiting in 
hope. Awareness of the natural 
world. Shared work of family 
and community. Humble de-
pendence on the mysterious 
caprices of sky and seed and 
soil. Acceptance of your limits 
and state in life. Solidarity with 
the hunger of the poor. Grati-

tude. All these will absolutely 
deepen our relationship with 
our Creator, if we let them.

The lean time of year is the 
perfect time to pray and do pen-
ance, to give alms out of what 
little we have left, and yes, to 
fast. Just a little hunger can con-
nect us with nature, the poor, 
our ancestors, and God himself. 

Those mean old religious 
people weren’t ridiculous at 
all. They were our ancestors, 
and as usual, they knew exactly 
what they were talking about.

Liz Schleicher lives in Green 
Ridge and is a wife, stay-at-
home-mother, writer and rare-
cancer survivor.

This article was originally 
published in the Feb. 24, 2023, 
edition of the Sedalia Democrat 
newspaper (sedaliademocrat.
com) and is reprinted here with 
permission.

4915 Hwy. 50 West, Jefferson City

PLASTERING - DRYWALL
ACOUSTICAL TILE

STUCCO & THIN WALL
PLASTERING

CASTROP PLASTERING CO. INC.

(573) 893-4111
800-769-3472

www.winterdent.com

Insurance — Bonds
Employee Benefits — Financial Services

Offices located in Jefferson City and Columbia
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“If Mary was the aura preced-
ing the Diving Sun, Joseph was 
the horizon illuminated by its 
splendors.” 

— St. Leonard  of Port 
Maurice,  an 18th-century 

Franciscan priest

By Jay Nies
The protector of the Holy 

Family will radiate welcome 
and reassurance to people en-
tering or passing by the re-
newed Cathedral of St. Joseph.

A nearly life-size bronze relief 
of the Cathedral’s patron saint, 
holding a staff and a ship, will 
adorn the triangle-shaped tym-
panum between the columns 
and the roof over the entrance.

“The ship is a symbol of Jo-
seph’s role as protector of the 
Universal Church,” said Bill 
Heyer, architectural consultant 
for the renovation of the Ca-
thedral.

The tympanum will be cast 
in Italy and shipped to Jefferson 
City with the new bronze doors 
that are being created there. 

The 54-year-old Cathedral 
is being extensively renovated, 
expanded and renewed, replac-
ing the building’s failing sys-
tems while enhancing its beau-
ty, functionality, capacity for 
hospitality and conduciveness 
to uniquely Catholic worship.

Bishop W. Shawn Mc-
Knight has set May 5 for the 
building’s rededication.

Mr. Heyer worked on de-
signs for the tympanum with 
Gwyneth Thompson-Briggs, 
who recently painted the mu-
rals for the Cathedral baptistery.

Bishop McKnight selected 
symbols for the tympanum to 
represent specific titles from 
the Litany of St. Joseph.

Surrounding the central fig-
ure will be medallions depict-
ing a sword overpowering a 
snake, symbolizing Joseph as 
the terror of demons; a shield 
marked with an M, pointing to 
him as spouse of the Mother of 
God; a voyager carrying a staff, 
recalling his role as protector 
of exiles and migrants; and car-
pentry tools, designating him 
as a model for workers. 

Lilies symbolize Joseph’s 
obedient chastity. 

For the main image, Mr. 
Heyer and Mrs. Thompson-
Briggs discussed how best to 
depict the saint’s posture and 
expression. 

“We settled on St. Joseph as 

a patriarch — possessing that 
sort of noble bearing that you 
would expect from a great man 
of the Old Testament,” said 
Mrs. Thompson-Briggs. 

That dignified stature points 
to that of the building. 

“Being the Cathedral, it 
stands out in its role among 
other churches of the diocese,” 
Mrs. Thompson-Briggs stated, 
“so showing St. Joseph as a 
leader and protector seems es-
pecially appropriate.”

The ship he’s holding is 
modeled on a Roman merchant 
vessel of the first century A.D. 

“It makes sense for the ship 
that’s representing the Barque 
of St. Peter to be a Roman 
ship,” she said, adding that a 
Roman cross adorns the sail. 

Greater depth
Mrs. Thompson-Briggs 

chose a fellow artist to be the 
model for her drawing of St. 
Joseph. 

“It was wonderful, because 
he has done a lot of drawing 
of his own,” she stated. “So 
when I said, ‘I need you to 
move slightly or hold the boat 
at a slightly different angle,’ he 
knew exactly what I was look-
ing for.” 

The designers and benefac-
tors made several rounds of re-
visions and refinements before 
the final design was approved 
in February. 

Artisans at the foundry in 
Italy will use the designs to cre-
ate molds into which molten 

bronze will be poured, creating 
a three-dimensional relief. 

“We’ve given them a de-
sign,” said Mrs. Thompson-
Briggs. “I’m hoping the bronze 
will be even better.” 

She visualizes the image of 
St. Joseph standing out promi-
nently among the background 
symbols. 

“My hope is for everything 
else to be done in a very low 
relief and not emerging much 
from the surface, with the fig-
ure of St. Joseph having a strong 
presence against that,” she said.

Having drawn and painted 
numerous images of St. Joseph, 
she’s convinced that there can 
never be enough representa-
tions of the man God chose to 
protect and help nurture his 
Son.

“Each image draws out a dif-
ferent aspect of him for medita-
tion,” she said. “Those medita-
tions can never be exhausted.”

Mrs. Thompson-Briggs 
believes it’s important for a 
church — more so a cathedral 
— to express on the outside 
the importance of what takes 
place inside. 

“If the outside doesn’t match 
the inside, there’s a disconnect 
that goes against what is true,” 
she stated. 

She spoke of a proper natu-
ral hierarchy of buildings with-
in a community, in which the 
church is the most beautiful 
and dignified, followed by the 
buildings of state, followed by 
the homes of individuals. 

“It just doesn’t feel right 
when that order is inverted or 
ignored,” she said.

Everyone’s Cathedral
The renovations are entirely 

funded by generous donors 
who have united in support of 
this project.

All are invited to join in 
praying for the safety of the 
many skilled builders and ar-
tisans who are renewing the 

Bronze relief of St. Joseph being cast for new Cathedral portico

mother church of the diocese.
The Cathedral of St. Joseph 

belongs to all Catholics in the 
diocese. All are strongly en-
couraged to visit the Cathedral 
when it reopens.

Visit diojeffcity.org/cathe 
dral-renovation for informa-
tion.

The opening quote is from 
the March 2023 edition of the 
Magnificat daily devotional.

This image of St. Joseph and symbols of various names for him in the Litany of St. Joseph will be used to create a bronze relief tympanum 
over the entrance to the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Jefferson City.  — Artwork by Gwyneth Thompson-Briggs and William Heyer
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By Jay Nies
Benedictine Brother Ga-

briel Chinn chose a name that 
reminds him of the Blessed 
Mother’s “fiat,” and of his own. 

Baptized Daniel, the Shel-
by County native took one 
of God’s messenger angels as 
his namesake upon professing 
simple vows in the Benedictine 
Order. 

“I want to imitate the pos-
ture of the Blessed Mother in 
the moment of the Annun-
ciation — when the Archan-
gel Gabriel asked her to bear 
the Son of God,” said Brother 
Gabriel, who processed simple 
vows in the Benedictine order 
on Feb. 3 at Conception Abbey 
in northwestern Missouri. 

“She had no idea what that 
would mean for her — the 
absolute challenge of faith, to 
eventually follow her Son to 
Calvary and see him suffer and 
die,” the monk continued. 

“But in that docility, she 
said ‘yes,’” he stated. “That’s 
what I want to do, as well.” 

Benedictines are monks or 
nuns who take vows of obedi-
ence, stability, and conversion 
of life, which includes the tra-
ditional evangelical counsels of 
poverty and chastity — com-
bining a life of contemplation, 
apostolic service and inten-
tional community according 
to the sixth-century Rule of St. 
Benedict.

They profess vows of pov-
erty, chastity, obedience to 
God through their abbot, and 
stability — meaning that they 
remain in community in one 
place. 

Benedictine monks have 

been calling Conception Ab-
bey home for 150 years. 

Many priests of this diocese 
received part of their seminary 
formation at Conception Sem-
inary College, founded and led 
by the monks of Conception.

That’s how Brother Gabriel 
arrived in their company. 

Early interest
Brother Gabriel was one of 

three children born to Jim and 
Diane Chinn. 

He grew up on a farm 
south of Clarence and received 
his Sacraments in St. Patrick 
Church and in neighboring St. 
Mary Church in Shelbina. 

“It was just a wonderful 
community to grow up in,” he 
said. “You knew everyone, you 
had a lot of friends.”

His father became Catho-
lic through the Rite of Chris-
tian Initiation of Adults when 
Brother Gabriel was in middle 
school. 

“That was a wonderful jour-
ney that I was old enough to 
participate in and watch,” the 
son recalled. 

Members of young Daniel’s 
family encouraged him to pur-
sue his childhood interest in 
God and spirituality. Among 
them were his grandmother, 
Carlene Waack, whom he re-
members as “a great woman of 
prayer.”

He spoke openly about 
wanting to grow up to be a 
priest. 

“I had what I’d call a fasci-
nation with the Church itself 
and ‘what is its relationship to 
Jesus, and what is the meaning 
of all this?’” he recalled. 

His interest branched out 
into the Gospels and the 
Psalms. Fellow parishioners 
began encouraging him and 
praying for him to find his way 
to the Priesthood.

Among them was Father 
Christopher Cordes, who 
served as pastor of the Shelbina 
and Clarence parishes from 
1999-2002.

“They encouraged me to 

consider going 
to seminary,” said 
Brother Gabriel. 
“So I said, ‘Yes, 
I’ll go to the sem-
inary and give 
this some real 
thought.’” 

He entered 
Conception Sem-
inary College as 
a seminarian of 
the Jefferson City 
diocese.

“Being here 
was really my 
first exposure to 
monastic life,” he 
recalled. “I came 
here and saw 
firsthand a group 
of men living 
together in com-
munity, praying 
together, work-
ing together, all 
for the glory of 
God.”

He felt drawn 
to that life. 

“It spoke to 
my heart,” he 
said. 

Not quite ready
The future monk talked to 

Bishop John R. Gaydos, now 
retired, of Jefferson City; Father 
Joseph Corel, who was diocesan 
vocation director; and Father 
David Veit, who was director of 
seminarians, about his desire to 
explore monastic life. 

“They were very support-
ive,” he recalled. 

Father Daniel Merz, a priest 
of the diocese, was serving at 
Conception Seminary College 
as vice rector and dean of stu-
dents. 

“He was supportive and 
very challenging,” Brother Ga-
briel recalled. “He challenged 
me to grow quite a bit, and I 
appreciated that very much.” 

Brother Gabriel looked into 
other monastic communities 
but decided to enter formal 
discernment with the Benedic-
tines at Conception. 

“I found a community here 
that fit,” he said. “It seemed 
like it was home.”

But after two years in the 
seminary and almost a year in 
the novitiate at Conception, he 
still wasn’t sure. 

“Basically, I was afraid to 
make a commitment,” he said. 
“There were other avenues I 

wanted to pursue.”
He left the novitiate, went 

back to school, finished his 
teaching degree and taught 
English for two and a half years 
near Kansas City. 

A friend, Benedictine Father 
Paul Sheller, invited him to re-
turn to Conception for a co-ed 
retreat for young adults. 

A few days later, the monas-
tery’s director of development 
encouraged him to apply for 
an opening in her office. He 
accepted. 

“I found it very helpful to 
see monastic life in a new way 
while I was not actively dis-
cerning,” he said. “I was here, 
believing in the work we do 
for seminary formation and 
providing a space for people 
to encounter God through the 
witness of our monastic life. 

“I was blessed to speak to 
our many supporters and de-
velop relationships with them,” 
he said. 

During the COVID-19 
pandemic, he and a group of 
friends in nearby Maryville 
started gathering to ask big 
questions about their lives and 
what God really wanted from 
each of them. 

He talked to Abbot Bene-
dict Neenan, leader of the 
Benedictines at Conception, 

who finally en-
couraged him to 
come back and 
“really do the 
work of discern-
ment” — praying 
and listening for 
God’s direction. 

“It became 
clear that I need-
ed to discern mo-
nastic life within 
the monastery,” 
said Brother Ga-
briel. “I needed 
to give myself 
over to this voca-
tion once again 
and find out for 
sure.” 

Back in the no-
vitiate, removed 
from many of 
the pressures and 
distractions of 
society and the 
world, he came to 
understand what 
God was asking 
of him. 

“We don’t run 
away from the 

world to come to the monas-
tery,” he noted. “We just carry 
the world with us in a different 
way.”

For years to come
One of the keys to Benedic-

tine monastic life is the vow of 
stability. 

“That means I’m going to 
commit myself to live at this 
monastery — with these peo-
ple, in this place — in service 
to God for the rest of my life,” 
said Brother Gabriel.

“This is where I’m going to 
serve God in whatever way I’m 
being called,” he said. “These 
are the people that I’m going to 
pray next to, that I’m going to 
work next to, quite possibly for 
the next 50 or 60 years.” 

Living in intentional com-
munity with people of some-
times radically different back-
grounds and perspectives can 
be difficult. 

“But when this is your voca-
tion, the people here will help 
you bear your burdens and en-
ter into a deeper relationship 
with God, and you will spend 
your life doing the same for 
them,” he said. 

That mutuality helps the 
monks accomplish great things 

Shelby County native professes Benedictine vows at Conception

See BROTHER GABRIEL, page 23

Benedictine Brother Gabriel (formerly Daniel) Chinn profess-
es simple vows in the Benedictine Order in the presence of 
Abbot Benedict Neenan, OSB, on Feb. 3 in the Basilica of the 
Immaculate Conception at Conception Abbey in northwest-
ern Missouri on Feb. 3. 

— Photo from the Conception Abbey Facebook page
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By Jay Nies
The foster father of the 

Word Made Flesh is conspicu-
ously wordless in the Canon of 
Sacred Scripture. 

What would he say if he 
could tell his side of the story?

“He’s the only man in the 
history of the world to live with 
two perfect people,” noted Jo-
seph Benevento PhD., author 
of a new novel, My Perfect 
Wife, Her Perfect Son (Addison 
& Highsmith imprint of His-
tria Books), to be released on 
March 28.

“Joseph and Mary had a 
more interesting ride than most 
people might imagine,” said 
the author, a member of Mary 
Immaculate Parish in Kirksville 
and a professor of English at 
Truman State University. 

“It had to be complicated,” 
Dr. Benevento asserted. “Jesus 
is divine, and Mary was con-
ceived without sin. Joseph was 
just a regular guy. It couldn’t 
have been easy.”

Employing humor, pathos, 
decades of literary prowess and 
a lifetime of being Catho-
lic, Dr. Benevento gives 
voice to a man who loves, 
doubts, obeys, laughs and 
occasionally weeps in this 
valley of tears. 

“The main idea of the 
book is that St. Joseph fi-
nally gets to speak,” said 
Dr. Benevento. “It’s just 
Joseph telling his story of 
how he did the things he 
needed to do.”

“We take for granted 
that he was a righteous 
man, and once the angel 
visited him, he was good 
to go,” the author noted. 
“In my book, he’s a person 
who has his doubts and 
sometimes second-guesses 
what he should do.” 

The story begins with 
the Annunciation and 
continues to the moment of Jo-
seph’s death — “which is a little 
bit before Jesus’s ministry, so it 
covers essentially 30 years,” said 
Dr. Benevento. 

“We don’t know anything 
about those years, except for 
when Jesus stayed behind with 
the Elders in the Temple,” he 
noted. “The rest is something 
I could use my imagination to 
think about what it might have 
been like.”

Early chapters focus on 
messages from angels, Mary’s 

visit to her cousin Elizabeth, 
the journey to Bethlehem, the 
birth of Jesus, and the arrival 
of the shepherds and the Three 
Wise Men — all documented 
in the Bible. 

“Then, my imagination 
kicks in,” said Dr. Benevento. 
“There are chapters on their 
time in Egypt, on Jesus grow-
ing up and learning the craft, 
on Joseph and Jesus going fish-
ing together.” 

The book is true to Catholic 
teaching, including that Mary 
remained a virgin throughout 
her life. 

“That figures into their mar-
ried life — what Joseph gave 
up out of respect for what God 
desired for Mary,” said Dr. 
Benevento.

Joseph’s narration is disarm-
ingly candid. 

“It’s my attempt to think of 
him as fully human,” said Dr. 
Benevento. 

The author pointed out 
that numerous saints through-
out history — St. Augustine, 
St. Francis and St. Paul, for 

example — struggled to find 
their way before fully absorb-
ing God’s grace.

“Why wouldn’t we think 
that Joseph had difficult things 
to get through in order to get 
to where he finally needed to 
be?” he asked.

“Et beáti Ioseph”
In My Perfect Wife, Her Per-

fect Son, the angel who visits 
Joseph is not the Archangel 
Gabriel, who visited Mary. 

“Joseph’s is more of a wise-

cracking angel named 
Shlomo, who’s a bit di-
sheveled,” Dr. Benevento 
noted. “All of which makes 
Joseph wonder if he’s really 
being visited by an angel at 
all.”

The reader follows Jo-
seph from frustration, 
doubt and confusion to 
a deeper, more complete 
relationship with Mary, 
along with clear determi-
nation that he hasn’t lived 
in vain.

“I wanted to be sure 
that I was doing right by 
these characters as much as 
I could,” said Dr. Beneven-
to, “because they are peo-
ple in heaven and I’m just 
me.” 

Positive early reviews 
for the book include one 
from Jesuit Father Patrick 
Gilger, a theology professor at 
Loyola University in Chicago. 

He told the author that it 
“feels like an experience of Igna-
tian prayer at times” — which 
includes immersing oneself in 

the stories of the Bible as 
an active participant. 

Chapter and verse
My Perfect Wife, Her 

Perfect Son is Dr. Beneven-
to’s 16th book and his 
sixth novel. 

He’s published sev-
eral collections of poetry 
and fiction, including a 
three-book mystery series 
involving an erring priest, 
his wisecracking brother 
and a quest for redemp-
tion. 

Dr. Benevento’s first 
novel, Plumbing in Har-
lem, is based on his moth-
er’s battle with cancer. 

“She had a great de-
votion to the saints,” the 
author noted. “Through 
treatment and the inter-

cession of the saints, she wound 
up recovering and living until 
she was 91.” 

He has also had poems, sto-
ries, essays and reviews pub-
lished in nearly 300 publica-
tions, including U.S. Catholic, 
Dappled Things, St. Anthony 
Messenger and The Catholic 
Missourian. 

He edited and wrote the 
foreword to Brief Tracks, a col-
lection of poems by friend, 
mentor and fellow Mary Im-
maculate parishioner, the late 

Jim Thomas PhD. 

Patron saint
A grandson of Italian immi-

grants, Joseph Benevento was 
born and raised in the Queens 
borough of New York City. 

It was a time and place 
where a person’s saint day was 
almost as important as his or 
her birthday. 

“You’d get a card, and peo-
ple would always wish you a 
happy name day,” he recalled. 

At the same time, St. Jo-
seph’s feastday was and remains 
an important observance in 
New York neighborhoods. 

“The Italian bakeries make 
a special pastry just for that 
week,” said Dr. Benevento. 

His family was unabashedly 
devout, with proud ancestral 
ties to Pietrelcina, Italy, birth-
place of St. Padre Pio. 

“I’m from a family of seven 
children,” said Dr. Benevento. 
“My home parish was St. Te-
resa of Avila. Two of my sisters 
still live in the neighborhood, 
so I still get back to that church 
from time to time.” 

He went to Catholic grade 
school and a seminary high 
school, where he explored a 
possible calling to Priesthood. 

“I wound up realizing that 
that wasn’t for me,” he said. 

His childhood piety receded 
during his undergraduate and 
graduate studies at New York 
University, Ohio State Univer-
sity and Michigan State Uni-
versity.

“I never would have ever 

said, ‘No I’m not Catholic 
anymore,’” he stated. “But 
certainly, I would skip 
some church and I’d do a 
lot of thinking.” 

“The most sense”
Dr. Benevento moved 

to Kirksville 40 years ago 
to teach creative writing 
and literature courses at 
Truman State. 

“I came here for a first 
job,” he said. “I thought I’d 
be here for just a while, but 
I met and married a girl 
from Palmyra. We raised 
our four kids here. I love it 
here.” 

His wife and their chil-
dren helped rekindle his 
ardor. 

“But to be totally hon-
est, I’m still the kind of 
person that questions as-

pects of the faith, the Church,” 
Dr. Benevento acknowledged. 
“I’ve been dismayed by some of 
the scandals. 

“But I always come back 
to — I believe in Christ, and 
the Catholic way of looking at 
things makes the most sense to 
me,” he said. 

After four decades, he’s now 
preparing to retire at the end of 
the current semester.

His farewell reception, in-
cluding a book-signing and 
reading from his and some of 
his favorite authors’ and poets’ 
works, will be at 2 p.m. on Sat-
urday, April 15, in the Kirks-
ville Newman Center near the 
Truman State campus. 

The theme will be, “Saying 
Goodbye: How Did It Go So 
Fast?”

Friends from Mary Immac-
ulate Parish, along with former 
students from as far away as Ar-
kansas, plan to attend. 

“I’m very flattered and 
humbled by that,” said Dr. 
Benevento. 

The first poem he plans to 
share will be “Sister Mary Leo,” 
about his first-grade teacher, 
who was kind and taught him 
how to read.

“We’ll also have music,” he 
stated. “I like to sing. I like to 
read out loud.”

My Perfect Wife, Her Perfect 
Son is available from Amazon, 
Barnes & Noble, Target and 
other online outlets and at 
Dr. Benevento’s book-signing 
events.

Kirksville author seeks out St. Joseph’s humanity in new novel

Joseph Benevento PhD is author of 16 
books, including My Perfect Wife, Her 
Perfect Son.



8  The Catholic Missourian March 17, 2023

Papal Audience
March 15, 2023

Dear brothers and sisters:
In our continuing catechesis on missionary zeal, 

we now consider the apostolic dimension of evange-
lization. In the Creed, we profess that the Church is 
“apostolic.”  An “apostle” is literally one who is “sent.” 
In the Scriptures, we read that Jesus chose the twelve 
Apostles, called them to himself and then sent them 
forth to proclaim the Gospel. After his resurrection, 
he appeared to the Twelve and said: “As the Father has 
sent me, so now I send you,” breathing upon them 
the Holy Spirit for the forgiveness of sins (Jn. 20:21-
22). Within the diversity of ministries and charisms in the Body of Christ, all the baptized 
are called and sent forth to advance the Church’s apostolate. Those who are ordained have 
received the mission of teaching, governing and sanctifying in Jesus’ name and authority, yet 
all the members of the faithful, as sharers in the Lord’s priestly, prophetic and regal office, 
are called to be missionary disciples, “apostles in an apostolic Church.” May the recognition 
of our common dignity and equality inspire us to ever-greater unity and cooperation in pro-
claiming, by word and example, the good news of our salvation in Christ.

I extend a warm welcome to the English-speaking pilgrims and visitors taking part in 
today’s audience, especially the groups from Sweden and the United States of America. With 
prayerful good wishes that this Lent will be a time of grace and spiritual renewal for you and 
your families, I invoke upon all of you joy and peace in our Lord Jesus Christ.

Holy days of obligation;
Vegetarians in Lent
By Jenna Marie Cooper J.C.L.

Q: Why do Holy Days of Obligation 
differ from year to year, diocese to dio-
cese, and around the world? (Los Ange-
les, California)

A: Holy days of obligation — days 
when Catholics are obligated to attend 
Mass — are discussed in canon 1246 in 
the Code of Canon Law. This canon first describes Sundays as 
the “primordial holy day of obligation” for the entire Church 
throughout the world, as Sundays are the day which tradition-
ally — from the time of the Apostles — the Church makes a 
special point to recall Christ’s resurrection. Canon 1246 adds 
that besides Sundays, other universal holy days of obligations 
include: “the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, [Christmas] 
the Epiphany, the Ascension, the Body and Blood of Christ, 
[Corpus Christi] Holy Mary the Mother of God, her Immacu-
late Conception, her Assumption, Saint Joseph, Saint Peter 
and Saint Paul the Apostles, and All Saints.”

However, section 2 of this same canon goes on to tell us that 
with the prior approval of the Holy See in Rome, local bishops’ 
conferences can: “suppress some of the holy days of obligation 
or transfer them to a Sunday.” In other words, a bishops’ con-
ference can make some holy days of obligation non-obligatory 
for the faithful in their territory, and/or move the celebration 
of that feast to a Sunday, when the faithful will already be at-
tending Mass.

This is generally done for pastoral reasons. For instance, a 
country with a large, spread-out rural population might find 
it genuinely burdensome to travel to the nearest church twice 
in one week.

For similar pastoral reasons, a bishops’ conference can also 
add holy days of obligation specific to its own area. For ex-
ample, Ireland includes St. Patrick’s Day as a holy day of ob-
ligation because of the great importance this saint has to the 
Irish people — even though the life and witness of St. Patrick 
might be less immediately relevant to, say, the people of Italy.

But of course, just because a particular feast day is not an 
obligation, it does not mean that the faithful can’t attend Mass 
that day anyway! It can be a beautiful practice to go to Mass on 
a feast that isn’t strictly obligatory simply to enter more deeply 
into the spirituality of our liturgical year.

Q: How do vegetarians or vegans, who do not eat meat, 
participate in this Lenten discipline of the Church? (India-
napolis, Indiana)

A: Strictly speaking with respect to the Lenten discipline of 
abstinence on Ash Wednesday and all Fridays of Lent, vegetar-
ians already fulfill the requirement of the law simply by not 
eating meat. The Church does not demand that those who 
abstain from meat on a regular basis tack on an additional pen-
ance to compensate for their routine, habitual vegetarianism.

However, it could be spiritually fruitful for a vegetarian to 
consider freely giving up something else they perceive as a sac-
rifice personally equivalent to a carnivore’s Lenten abstinence. 
This would have to be something the individual vegetarian dis-
cerns with their confessor or spiritual director.

Like every other Catholic, a vegetarian between the ages of 
18-59 would also still be required to practice the Lenten disci-
pline of fasting on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.

Incidentally, it might be good to recall that while most 
Catholics are now only obligated to abstain from meat dur-
ing Ash Wednesday and Fridays in Lent, the Church actually 

QUESTION CORNER

See QUESTION, page 18

By Jay Nies
The late Father Fred Bar-

nett never let a favor from 
heaven go to waste. 

“Pray for a miracle, and 
you get one,” the longtime 
pastor of St. Patrick Parish 
in Laurie was fond of saying.

Witness the limestone 
sculpture staring out from 
the wedge-shaped courtyard 
between St. Patrick Church 
and the rectory. 

Parishioners were await-
ing delivery of their patron 
saint’s larger-than-life like-
ness as the current St. Pat-
rick Church was nearing 
completion in 1980.

Renowned Sculptor Ar-
thur J. Breen of Dublin had 
spent months transforming 
a block of his homeland’s 
bedrock into the saint’s stoic 
visage — shamrock, crosier 
and subdued snake includ-
ed. 

Mr. Breen completed the 
artwork in January of that 
year, crated it and sent it on 
its way.

Longtime Laurie parish-
ioner Donald Drake recent-
ly called around to construct a narrative of what 
happened next. 

“It got lost!” he said of the statue. “No one 
knew where it was. They didn’t have online 
tracking back then.” 

Fellow parishioners told Mr. Drake that the 

Laurie’s St. Patrick statue 
from Ireland once was lost

statue was scheduled to ar-
rive three weeks before St. 
Patrick’s Day. 

“It was to be dedicated in 
conjunction with our annu-
al St. Patrick’s Day Parade,” 
he stated. “But the days kept 
passing, and there was no 
statue.” 

Prayers and sighs ascend-
ed the highest mountains 
while work on the church 
progressed. 

Fr. Barnett, who retired 
as pastor in 2006 and died 
five years later, often remi-
nisced about the day the 
statue finally arrived out of 
the blue. 

One parishioner told Mr. 
Drake about there being a 
big commotion that day, 
but not remembering what 
it was for. 

He asked if she knew 
anyone else who might re-
member.

“None who are alive,” she 
told him. 

Longtime parish employ-
ee Rose Vanderbeck heard 
Fr. Barnett repeat the story 
many times over the de-

cades.
“He said he and a bunch of men from Prison 

Industries were in the church installing the pews 
when a big truck pulled in at high noon on St. 

See ST. PATRICK, page 23
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for intentional living

REFLECTION

The other temptations
By Mark Saucier

Once a month, I meet a friend for breakfast. We’ve only known each other 
a few years, but there was an immediate bond that has deepened with time. 

We talk about news, sports, families, but most of all, we talk about faith — 
our struggles, our progress and the hints of God in our lives.

We call our time together “mutual spiritual direction.” Others probably refer to 
it as “the blind leading the blind” — but then the sightless often have another way.

My friend and I have very little in common. I was blessed with a loving, 
supportive family, while he grew up in the throes of abuse and addiction. 

He found his way into a Bible-rooted, Spirit-fruited religion, while I have 
tried to be Catholic.

He made a living with his hands, while I relied on words. I visited the dark 
margins of the world, but he lived in them. 

We have different politics, different hobbies, different lives — and that’s 
what makes it so special.

Given our polarity, there is probably truth in something we agree on. Take 
the other day when our discussion turned to sin.

We both thought that sin is overrated. Oh, we agreed that it is real, destruc-
tive and life-sucking, but maybe we give it too much prominence.

“The wages of sin are death,” Paul tells us. But apparently, those wages are 
paid on a commission basis. It is the commission of sins, acts of transgression, 
that are noted in our imagined pay ledger. We are urged to avoid temptation, 
the ever-present lure to indulge ourselves in the forbidden, and try to tread a 
sinless path.

While that’s all good, Jesus reminds the rich young man that sinless is not 
what we’re shooting for. Luke’s beatitudes and Matthew’s day of judgement are 
much more about doing than not doing.

What if we looked at our daily lives through a different prism? 
What if we noted temptations to virtue, those fleeting opportunities in 

every day to do some small good for someone else?
What if an occasional examination of conscious focused not on our failures, 

but on the acts of kindness we did that day?
What if we looked for those “good temptations” that we missed? Not to 

dwell on the selfish reasons for resisting them, but to remind ourselves that 
our days are full of invitations to live, as Genesis says, “in the image of God.”

Just not sinning is never enough, my friend and I agreed.

By Sr Constance Veit, lsp
Jesus’ Trans-

figuration is one of 
the most dramatic 
scenes in the Gos-
pels. It is a central 
image of Lent, re-
minding us that 
during this season 
we are invited to as-

cend a high mountain with Jesus to live 
a unique spiritual experience. 

Pope Francis has chosen the Trans-
figuration as the theme for his Lenten 
message this year.

Highlighting the voice coming from 
the cloud, “This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased; listen to him” 
(Mt. 17:5), he asks us to listen to Jesus.

“Lent is a time of grace to the extent 
that we listen to him as he speaks to us” 
in the word of God, which the Church 
offers us in the liturgy.

“May that Word not fall on deaf ears;” 
Francis writes, suggesting that even if we 
cannot attend daily Mass, we can still 
study the daily bible readings.

In addition to the Scriptures, he 

writes, “The Lord speaks to us through 
our brothers and sisters, especially in the 
faces and the stories of those who are in 
need.”

So our first task this Lent is to listen 
to Jesus speaking to us in the Word of 
God and in other people.

Pope Francis offers us a second Lent-
en proposal.

Referring again to the Transfigura-
tion, he suggests that we resist the temp-
tation to take refuge in a religiosity made 
up of dramatic, mountaintop experienc-
es, but that we “go down to the plain” 
strengthened by these experiences to be 
“artisans of synodality” in ordinary life.

As I reflect on this theme, I am trans-
ported back to Lent of 2020, when we 
were suddenly thrust into a surreal situa-
tion with the onset of COVID-19. 

The first weeks of the pandemic, 
which coincided with Lent, were intense 
on both the spiritual and practical levels. 

Strangers in hazmat suits walked 
among us in our home for the elderly 
and we were forced to bury ourselves 
under layers of PPE. 

As COVID struck more and more 

By Sr. Nancy Usselmann
Every Lent, I 

wonder what I will 
do to enter more 
profoundly into this 
penitential season: 
Should I refrain 
from sweets, cof-
fee, gluten? All are 
good and probably 

healthy choices. But as I reflect, I real-
ize that my attachment to digital tech-
nology needs an assessment. My Lenten 
penance includes a media fast.

Did you know there is a Global Day 
of Unplugging? Having been around for 
a decade, it began through the efforts of 
wellness advocates and falls this year on 
March 3-4 for a full 24-hour unplug-
ging. It’s appropriate that it lands during 
Lent since it fits with one of the Church’s 
three Lenten penances — fasting, prayer 
and almsgiving.

Fasting during Lent is the Church’s 
way of helping us take an assessment of 
our lives and to reflect on our relation-
ship with Christ.

Why a digital fast?
The sometimes unhealthy choices 

we make with our digital media may 
increase our anxiety and lead us to iso-
lation — from the people we most care 
about but also from God. That’s a good 
reason for fasting, not from food, but 
from our screens.

Doing a digital media fast provides 

Up and down the mountain this Lent

numerous benefits to our physical, men-
tal and spiritual health.

1. Awareness of God’s presence: We 
recognize with greater clarity God’s grace 
at work in and around us and so respond 
with generosity and love to a God who 
pours his superabundant love upon us.

2. Increased energy: Prolonged screen 
time can sap energy, especially if it is at 
night, right before going to bed, through 
texting or viewing. This prevents restful 
sleep.

3. Better focus: Shutting off phone 
notifications during work or study can 
help the brain focus on one task at a 
time, thereby increasing attention.

4. Inner peace: Putting away devices 
to notice who and what is around you 
affords an opportunity to recognize God 
in the present moment, where peace is 
found.

5. Better relationships: The more we 
give attention to those we love, and es-
pecially to God, who speaks to us in si-
lence, the stronger our relationships will 
be, and that will improve our quality of 
life. 

Ways of digital fasting
Just like fasting from food and drink, 

media fasts can be done in various ways. 
They can be intermittent — especially if 
we need our screens for work or study 
— and so can be targeted to specific me-

See SR. NANCY, page 19

See SR. CONSTANCE, page 19

residents, a dark cloud hung over us — a 
mix of grief and fear of the unknown. 

There were also moments of intense 
light, however.

As we went into lockdown, we were 
deprived of daily Mass, but we watched 
it online each day.

We managed to find grace and 
strength through meditation on the 
Lenten readings and spiritual commu-
nions. 

Even as we felt the shadow of death 
engulfing us, I had a strong sense that 
Christ was present in the midst of it all 
— not in his transfigured or risen glory, 
but in the vulnerability of his passion 
and death.

I also had a heightened sense of mis-
sion, believing that Christ was counting 
on me to love and serve the elderly to 
the best of my ability, despite the many 
obstacles continually posed by COVID.

Regardless of the seemingly dire cir-
cumstances in which we found ourselves 
that Lent, we never doubted the pres-
ence of Christ in the person of the elder-
ly, as our foundress, Saint Jeanne Jugan 

had always said, “Never forget that the 
Poor are Our Lord.”

Now that the pandemic has largely 
receded, we have descended the moun-
tain, so to speak, back to a more normal 
life. Yet we are confronted with new is-
sues indicating that life in our homes 
will never be quite the same.

Our greatest challenge is the critical 
shortage of qualified caregivers to assist 
us in our apostolate.

Like half of the nursing homes across 
the United States, our homes have been 
forced to limit the number of new ad-
missions because we have not been able 
to recruit and retain enough staff mem-
bers to care for the full number of elderly 
residents we could accommodate.

How can it be, I often ask Our Lord, 
that at the very moment when the needs 
of seniors are greater than ever due to 
the ravages of the pandemic, and the 
population of older persons is growing 
exponentially, there are fewer caregivers 
prepared to meet their needs?



10  The Catholic Missourian March 17, 2023

The Joy of Security

By Fr. Dan Merz
with Ashley Wiskirchen

In the fall of 2021, Catholic Charities’ Refugee Services Program 
established Community Sponsorships — an opportunity for local 
civic groups, churches and Catholic parishes to partner with Catho-
lic Charities in welcoming refugees and helping them to integrate 
successfully as they rebuild their lives in their new communities. 

Community Sponsors help Catholic Charities, the only local re-
settlement agency in mid-Missouri, connect newcomers to the re-
sources they need to thrive. They are matched with newcomers and 
commit to journeying alongside them throughout the many joys and 
trials of resettlement. They share life together for a time, navigating 
the many daily, weekly and monthly tasks — from making a den-
tal appointment to preparing for tax season — with deep care. As 
newcomers find self-sufficiency, their work transitions from service 
to friendship. 

The generational work of love performed by our Community 
Sponsor groups has changed the course of many lives for the better 
and will leave a lasting imprint on each family welcomed by Catho-
lic Charities Refugee Services, and each community that welcomes 
refugees. If you are interested in learning more about Community 
Sponsorship for your parish, family or another civic group, you can 
learn more at cccnmo.diojeffcity.org/community-sponsorship.

St. Thomas More Newman Parish was among the first to answer 
the call for Community Sponsors in the spring of 2022. This week, 
Father Dan Merz, pastor and Community Sponsorship group lead-
er, shares his experience of joy as a Community Sponsor alongside his 
parishioners.

“I have told you this so 
that my joy may be in you 
and your joy may be com-
plete.” (Jn. 15:11)

My parish’s community 
sponsorship group was in the 
process of “onboarding” — 
ensuring each of our group 
members were vetted and 
trained — to sponsor a small 
group or family of evacuees 
from Afghanistan when Cath-
olic Charities hosted an after-
noon for their refugee clients 
at a bowling alley in Colum-
bia.

The bowling trip closed 
out a cultural orientation pre-
sentation for newcomers; and 
what better way to experience 
local culture in the Midwest 
than to relax with friends and 
family and enjoy a few hours 
of bowling? 

I decided to join the group 
and get a sense of the atmo-
sphere and mood among the 
adults and children.

Some were quiet and re-
served, some were talkative, 
some were eager to “throw” the 
bowling ball down the alley.

As more and more people 

began to arrive, I saw the usual 
buildup of buzz for relaxation 
and entertainment. 

One man quietly shared 
with me how he and his family 
were forced to flee the coun-
try, and how his relatives still 
in Afghanistan were still in 
danger.

His English wasn’t perfect, 
but I understood him none-
the-less, time we spent talking 
was meaningful, albeit intense.

He had been a driver for the 
U.S. military and had heard 
news of people who knew him 
being interrogated as to his 
whereabouts — members of 
the Taliban arriving, pounding 
on their doors. 

During a lull in the con-
versation, my attention was 
caught by a young woman full 
of laughter who seemed very 
eager to “throw” a bowling 
ball down as many alleys as she 
could one after the other.

After a while, she ran up 
to me and grabbed my hand, 
tugging me in the direction of 
the arcade games, with a huge 
smile and saying over and 
over, “Please, oh please, please, 
please.”

She and the others had 
been given a few tokens, and 
she wanted me to guide the 
Crane Machine to pull up a 
prize for her.

Given her talent at bowl-
ing, I was sure she could work 
the Crane Machine better than 
me, but at her repeated insis-
tence I tried — unsuccessfully, 
I’m embarrassed to add.

But she and her friends 
didn’t seem in any way disap-
pointed.

They just seemed happy for 
the opportunity to enjoy some 
time together with no worries.

A few days later, as I was 
walking down the sidewalk 
next to the Newman Center 
Parish, there walking toward 
me was the same young wom-
an with a couple of friends.

It was a beautiful day and 
they were talking and laugh-
ing, talking animatedly, and 
enjoying their walk.

As we drew near, she point-

ed at me with a shout of rec-
ognition. 

Her English did not extend 
much beyond greetings, thank 
you, and “oh please,” but it was 
obvious that she was happy to 
see a familiar face.

We greeted each other and I 
pointed to the church building 
as the place where I worked.

She, of course, is Muslim, 
and was very respectful and 
interested.

It was a brief exchange, but 
full of smiles and joy. 

It struck me, then, how full 
of joy she was.

Like the man I had spoken 
with at the bowling alley, she 
had also worked for the U.S. 
government in Afghanistan 
and was forced to flee for her 
life.

She had come to a foreign 
land, culture, and language 
with few friends and fewer 
family.

And yet, she was joyful.

Clients of Catholic Charities of Central and Northern Missouri’s 
Refugee Services program enjoy an afternoon of bowling at AMF 
Town & Country Lanes in Columbia, following a day of learning 
about American culture with presentations, discussions and edu-
cation to help clients integrate well into their new communities.

And what struck me even 
more was how comfortable she 
was both in the bowling alley 
and on the sidewalk. 

Her life up to this point 
had been so vastly different 
from mine and many who live 
in Columbia, yet here she was 
—  kind, vibrant and so po-
lite with her loose headscarf 
among laughing friends.

That’s when it finally 
dawned on me: she wasn’t 
afraid.

She felt secure, and that se-
curity opened a world of pos-
sibilities for her.

I don’t think her security 
was only based on being away 
from the danger of the Taliban.

It seemed deeper.
She had found a space 

where she could trust the peo-
ple around her, and where she 
could trust that the situation 
around her wouldn’t change.

That opened up for her 
the possibility of making new 
friendships and new connec-
tions.

And in that trustful secu-
rity, she was able to let her 
extroverted and effervescent 
personality shine out. 

She had been given the gift 
of joy, but now she was able to 
share the gift.

And with gratitude in my 
own heart, I began to experi-
ence her joy, too.

Fr. Dan Merz is the pastor of 
St. Thomas More Newman Cen-
ter Parish in Columbia. 

Ordained in 1998, he holds 
a doctorate in Sacred Liturgy 
from the Pontifical Institute of 
Liturgy in Rome.

He taught courses and worked 
in seminary formation for 10 
years at Conception Seminary 
College, and has also worked for 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops in Washington D.C.

With an appreciation for St. 
Thomas More Newman Par-
ish’s tradition of justice and vol-
unteerism, Fr. Merz approved 
and led the parish’s Community 
Sponsorship efforts to collabo-
rate in welcoming newcomers 
to Columbia alongside Catholic 
Charities’ Refugee Services pro-
gram.
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By Jay Nies
Patrick Murphy wears rose-

window-colored glasses on his 
jaunts through Missouri’s vil-
lages and metropolises. 

Raised “culturally Catholic” 
before being properly welcomed 
into the Church through the 
Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults, Mr. Murphy combines 
the “energy of a convert” with 
the familiarity of a “lifer” while 
on pilgrimage to holy places 
throughout the state.

“I think I find everything a 
bit more exciting,” he asserted, 
“as in, ‘Look at this! And then 
there’s this! That’s really cool!’”

Mr. Murphy’s sense of won-
der, reverence and humor are on 
full display in his warmly writ-
ten and delightfully illustrated 
new book, Places to Pray: Holy 
Sites in Catholic Missouri (Reedy 
Press). 

He plans to make a presen-
tation about the book and sign 
copies from 2 to 4 p.m. on Sun-
day, March 26, at the Missouri 
River Regional Library, 214 Ad-
ams St. in Jefferson City.

The book, with destinations 
organized by diocese, is the re-
sult of a year’s worth of pilgrim-
ages to busy street corners and 
quiet hamlets. 

Featured locales in the Jef-
ferson City diocese include: St. 
Louis of France Church in Bon-
nots Mill; St. Peter Church in 
Brush Creek; St. Paul Church 
in Center; St. George Church in 
Hermann; St. Stephen Church 
in Indian Creek; the Cathedral 
of St. Joseph, Immaculate Con-
ception Church and St. Peter 
Church in Jefferson City; the 
National Shrine of Mary Moth-
er of the Church in Laurie; the 
Shrine of St. Patrick in St. Pat-
rick; the Sacred Heart Chapel in 
Sedalia; and the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Sorrows in Starkenburg. 

“l knew when I started this 
thing that it was going to be 
some kind of journey,” Mr. 
Murphy stated. “When people 
embark on any kind of pilgrim-
age, you know something is go-
ing to happen, although you’re 
not sure what, but you’re open 
to it. 

“So I pursued this with the 
same openness as going on a pil-
grimage: ‘God, just show me,’” 
he said. 

“And in visiting such a va-
riety of places, from tiny little 
stone churches at the end of ru-
ral roads, to the massive basili-

cas in the cities, I got a broader 
sense of my religion,” he stated. 
“I could see it’s bigger and more 
diverse than I ever imagined.” 

“The right place”
Mr. Murphy is a familiar 

face and voice in and near St. 
Louis. He has produced scores 
of documentary films about the 
city’s history and culture and for 
many years was the announcer 
for the local PBS affiliate.

His The Irish in St. Louis: 
From Shanty to Lace Curtain, 
published a year ago, drew wide 
acclaim in his home city. 

He and his wife, Annie, 
grew steady into their pilgrim-
age shoes. Both were raised by 
Catholic parents who did not 
regularly practice their faith. 

“My dad got home from the 
War and kind of lapsed,” Mr. 
Murphy noted. “I think he just 
didn’t want anyone telling him 
what to do.” 

Nonetheless, “I always felt 
Catholic,” the author stated. 
“Genetically Catholic. Cultur-
ally Catholic.

“And I do believe there is a 
culture to Catholicism,” he said. 
“Just by talking to someone, it 
pops up on your radar within 
30 seconds to a minute that 
they’re Catholic. 

“When that happens, the 
light clicks on, you feel a kin-
ship, and before you know it, 
you’re talking about soccer. Or 
fish fries. Or what high school 
you went to,” he said. 

He pointed to the legions 
of Catholic artists, writers and 
filmmakers, some of whom try 
to escape their Catholic up-
bringing, but to no avail. 

“We’re drawn to themes that 
are important to all of us — re-
demption, forgiveness, guilt,” 
he said. 

And then there’s the unmis-
takable Catholic sense of humor 
— filtered, in Mr. Murphy’s 
case, through the wit of his Irish 
ancestors. 

“We laugh at ourselves,” he 
noted. “We don’t want other 
people to laugh at us, but we’re 
good at laughing at ourselves. 
And we have a lot to laugh 
about.

“I don’t know if whenever 
Presbyterians or Methodists get 
together, they talk about being 
Presbyterian or Methodist,” he 
stated. “But when Catholics get 
together, we talk about being 
Catholic.”

About 15 years ago, 
Mr. and Mrs. Murphy 
went to Mass together 
in St. Ambrose Church 
on The Hill, St. Louis’s 
famously Italian neigh-
borhood. 

“We’re good at do-
ing things in parallel,” 
said Mr. Murphy. “We 
hadn’t been to Mass 
in a long time — and 
we both looked at each 
other and said, ‘This is 
it. We’re gonna’ do it. 
Where do you sign up? 
We’re in the right place. 
Let’s quit wasting time.’

“So, we converted,” 
he said. “And since then, 
we’ve been extremely 
active” — first at St. 
Ambrose, and now at 
Holy Redeemer Parish 
in the suburb of Web-
ster Groves, where Mr. 
Murphy’s father, grandfather 
and great-grandfather received 
their sacraments. 

Not crazy
Mr. Murphy said Places to 

Pray is a convergence of topics 
that excite him — including 
history, architecture, art, ethnic 
cultures and Catholic spiritual-
ity. 

“And it’s an opportunity to 
extend the journey of your own 
faith,” he stated.

He marvels at how Catholics 
long ago realized that creating 
sacred, other-worldly environ-
ments helps people encounter 
God in prayer and really listen 
for his response. 

“These are spaces that elevate 
you through architecture and 
artistry and music and light — 
what we often refer to as ‘bells 
and smells,’” he said. 

“They rely heavily on the 
senses to be able to take you to 
a place where you’re more recep-
tive to prayer,” he stated. “I like 
that. It recognizes our human-
ity and the gift of our imagina-
tions.” 

Interspersed among the 
author’s bite-size chapters on 
shrines, basilicas, monasteries 
and chapels are simple explana-
tions of Catholic concepts such 
as veneration of Mary and the 
saints; relics; the Rosary; special 
types of prayer such as Ignatian 
spirituality and the Divine Mer-
cy Chaplet; and miracles. 

“These are basically things 
that make a lot of non-Catho-

lics think we’re crazy,” said Mr. 
Murphy. “In focusing on some 
of them, I try to bring out the 
beauty and the truth and the 
reasons behind them.” 

He noted that many St. Lou-
isans don’t venture very often 
into the heartland. 

“I was pleasantly surprised 
and was enlightened when I 
did,” he said. “I went into so 
many Catholic communities, 
particularly around Jefferson 
City, that have amazing histo-
ries and strong traditions and 
vestiges of their ethnic cultures.”

He noted that when many 
European immigrants arrived in 
decades and centuries past, one 
of the first things they did was 
build a church. 

“These places are sources of 
strong community and connec-
tions with history and identity,” 
he said. “They built these noble 
and beautiful structures as plac-
es for prayer and community. 
And in the case of more than 
a few, they were also saying to 
those around them, ‘We’re here 
now, and we’re not going any-
where — whether you like it or 
not.’”

“So quiet”
While gathering information 

and taking photos, Mr. Murphy 
was struck by the friendliness 
of local parishioners and their 
eagerness to share stories about 
their communities. 

He was drawn to the stained-
glass windows in St. Stephen 
Church in Indian Creek, in-

stalled in 1944 in mem-
ory of a parishioner who 
was killed in World War 
II. 

“Little things like 
that that show me the 
power both of saints and 
communities,” said Mr. 
Murphy. 

Also notable to him 
were the Shrine of the 
Miraculous Medal 
on the grounds of a 
200-year-old old Vin-
centian seminary in Per-
ryville, the inescapably 
French Catholic aura of 
the village of Old Mines 
and its St. Joachim and 
Ann Church, and the 
early-morning sunlight 
reflecting off the rus-
tic stones of St. Peter 
Church in Brush Creek. 

“Brush Creek was 
an amazing experi-

ence,” he recalled. “Just getting 
there allows you a lot of quiet 
time in your own mind, driv-
ing through some breathtaking 
countryside.”

Venerable Augustus Tolton, 
a son of two enslaved people, 
was baptized in 1854 where 
St. Peter Church now stands. 
He grew up to become the Ro-
man Catholic Church’s first 
recognizably Black priest in the 
United States. 

Names on headstones in the 
nearby cemetery point to waves 
of immigration in past centu-
ries. But the section where en-
slaved people were laid to rest 
contains no names. 

“The place really speaks to 
you,” Mr. Murphy said. “It’s 
so quiet, yet so much had hap-
pened there.”

A time to whisper
Mr. Murphy hopes people 

won’t just read about places fea-
tured and photographed in his 
book. 

He wants them to get up and 
go. 

“That feeling you get when 
you travel to places like Con-
ception or Ava or Old Mines or 
Center — it’s like you’re passing 
through time,” he said, “or time 
is standing still.” 

“You’re lifted out of the 
muck of your daily life,” he stat-
ed. “You’re transformed, you’re 
transfigured.

Besides, he said, “it’s just 

Author leads readers to holy sites throughout Missouri

See PLACES, page 19
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The St. Martin Parish Stewardship Council in St. Martins organized 
a Mardi Gras celebration on Tuesday, Feb. 21, the day before Lent 
began. About 300 people signed up for the dinner, which took place 
right after the 5:30 p.m. Tuesday Mass. “It was a great event,” said 
Father Jason Doke, pastor.  — Photo by Father Jason Doke

A feast before the fast

All are invited to a presenta-
tion by John-Paul Buzard, F\

Cathedral pipe organ presentation
founder and president of the 
Buzard Organ Company, and 
Fred Bahr, tonal director for the 
company, at 6 p.m. on Thursday, 
March 23, in the Undercroft of 
the Cathedral of St. Joseph. 

The organ builders will 
speak about the tonal philoso-
phy of their company and the 
unique design and construc-
tion of Opus 49, which will 
be installed in the renovated 
cathedral.

This event is free and open 
to the public.

DATE: March 23
TIME: 6 pm

Specializing in adult
hip & knee pain

For an appointment call
(573) 876-8158

Alan Anz, M.D.
Parishioner at Our Lady of Lourdes

www.columbiaorthogroup.com

CREATE A LEGACY 
THAT LASTS A LIFETIME

WITH A CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY

HERE’S HOW IT WORKS 

  Fixed – rate annuity payments for life,  
 one or two people

  Immediate and future tax benefits

  A payment schedule tailored to your needs

 Knowing that you will help Catholics  
 in need in our diocese

With a Catholic Gift Annuity, you can secure the future for yourself 
and your loved ones, and give a lasting gift for your parish, school or our diocese.

For a personalized proposal, contact:

catholicgiftannuity.org

Jake Seifert
Director of Development & Missions
Diocese of Jefferson City
2207 West Main Street, Jefferson City MO 65109-0914
development@diojeffcity.org • 573-635-9127

 ANNUAL 
AGE PAYOUT RATE

60–64                  4.5–4.8%

65–69                  4.8–5.2%

70–74                    5.3–5.8%

75–79                   6.0–6.8%

80–84                   7.0–7.9%

85–89                   8.1 –8.9%

90+                                9.1%

It truly is the little things in life that make a 
big difference and give us our best memories.

Parker-Millard Funeral Service & Crematory
12 E Ash Street, Columbia, MO

(573) 449-4153

Serving Generations of Families Since 1886
Funerals  |  Cremation  |  Pre-Planning

Reid Millard
Owner, Funeral Director

Don Jefferson
Funeral Assistant

Nick McKague
Funeral Director, Manager

Little Things make a 
Big Difference

HILKE’S
ICE

Supplying ice for parish picnics, weddings
and any occasion you might have.

573-744-5500

Call us today!

Freeburg, Mo.
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By Jay Nies
For 40 years, the organ 

in St. Clement Church 
in St. Clement has been 
speaking with a distinct 
brogue. 

The church was the 
first in the United States 
to be outfitted with an 
instrument designed and 
custom-built by Kenneth 
Jones Organ Builders of 
Co. Wicklow, Ireland. 

“It’s in very good 
shape,” said Father Jeremy 
Secrist, pastor of St. Peter 
Parish in Jefferson City, 
and the diocese’s modera-
tor for pipe organs. “It’s 
definitely a testament to 
its construction and voic-
ing. Proof positive of the 
enduing value of real pipe 
organs.”

Kenneth Jones grew 
up in Ireland and studied 
organ-building mostly in 
Holland and worked in 
West Africa for 16 years. He 
founded his own company in 
1973, building instruments 
for cathedrals, universities and 
parishes throughout Ireland, 
England and West Africa.

“He gave a new impetus to 
organ-building, richly inventive 

in organ-case design, layout and 
mechanism design of any of his 
generation,” according to the 
company’s website (kenneth 
jonespipeorgans.com).

Father Edward Doyle, now 
deceased, a Dublin native and 
priest of the Jefferson City 

diocese, was pastor of 
St. Clement Parish from 
1978-87. 

The parish’s previous 
organ was near the end of 
its serviceable life, and pa-
rishioners were weighing 
their options.

Fr. Doyle was visiting 
family in Ireland in 1981 
when he heard an organ 
built by Mr. Jones.

The priest visited the 
company’s workshop in 
Bray and liked the sounds 
he heard there. 

He obtained cost esti-
mates and presented the 
information to the St. 
Clement Parish Council 
upon his return.

Convinced by Fr. 
Doyle’s enthusiasm and 
finding the cost to be 
within acceptable param-
eters, the council invited 
Mr. Jones to visit the 
church. 

Arriving in November of 
1981 to measure the space 
and acoustics, he returned to 
Ireland to design and build 
an instrument with 888 pipes 
distributed over 17 ranks and 
controlled by 14 stops. 

He came back to St. Clem-

ent in June 1983 to install the 
newly built instrument in a 
magnificent case near the front 
of the church, where it could 
be readily seen and heard.

Fr. Doyle described the in-

strument as the “Rolls-Royce 
of organs,” having a sweeter 
sound than most of its con-
temporaries.

Pipes are calling: St. Clement Church organ 
is a jewel from the Emerald Isle

See ORGAN, page 23

The organ in St. Clement Church in St. 
Clement was built in Ireland and installed 
in 1983.     — Photo by Father Jeremy Secrist, 

Organ Historical Society database

Jake Seifert
Director of Development
573-635-9127 x-227
development@diojeffcity.org

DIOCESE OF JEFFERSON CITY

2207 W Main | PO Box 104900

Jefferson City, MO 65110-4900

diojeffcity.org
Have you already remembered your 

parish or school in your estate plans? 
Please let us know!

New programs and services 
will always be needed in your 

local parish or school.
You and your loved ones can 

be memorialized by endowing 
one of these important 

activities through your will to 
your local parish or school.

Respecting Your Wishes
Personalizing Your Care

Trimble Funeral Homes is committed to 
providing personalized and complete funeral 

services for our community. 

Visit us for end-of-life services at one of our 
three, convenient locations.

Honoring Life, Legacy and Wishes Since 1942

www.trimblefunerals.com

Jefferson City  |  Westphalia  |  Russellville
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY
From page 1

to be intentional about taking 
time to build ourselves and 
each other up. You’ve got to fill 
your own cup before you can 
fill someone else’s.” 

Sometimes, just being to
gether, sharing stories, listen
ing and laughing out loud can 
make all the difference. 

“There are so many things 
the world tells you is wrong,” 
said Mrs. Prasad. “Women’s 
ministry should be showing 
you what’s right, and doing it 
joyfully.” 

Elevating and mobilizing 
these relationships is more 
than any parish or any office 
in the Chancery can do on its 
own. 

“My philosophy for wom
en’s ministry is that many 
hands make for light work,” 
said Mrs. Prasad. “We want to 
tap into the women who are 
stepping up in their communi
ties.” 

By helping develop regional 
coalitions of women through
out the diocese, she hopes to 
give parishes the tools they 
need to build up women’s min
istries that are strong, holy and 
fruitful. 

“The No. 1 thing they’re 
asking us for is faith forma
tion,” she noted. “They want 
to see us have some events and 
bring in some speakers to help 
keep the fire going.

“Gathering together to 
grow in faith and be more 
deeply formed in it is a univer
sal priority, whatever stage of 
life we’re in — single, married, 
widowed, houses full of kids or 
empty nests,” she said. 

It’s everywhere
Mrs. Prasad is adamant that 

women’s ministry is happening 
every day, all over the diocese. 

“Women are automatically 
involved in women’s minis
try whenever they minister to 
people in their lives — it’s just 
part of what we do,” she said. 

“I’m hoping this office can 
be a means of putting a spot
light on that,” she stated, “tell
ing the story of what’s already 
going on, and encouraging 
people who want to be a part 
of it.” 

Based on what had been set 
into motion before her arrival, 
her own experience and the re
sults of an online survey con
ducted last spring, Mrs. Prasad 
put together mission and vi
sion statements for women’s 
ministry. 

“It’s a starting place,” she 
noted. “I wanted it to be very 
fluid, so that in every parish, in 
every group, in every coalition, 
women can tell me what they 
need my role to be for them.”

Bishop W. Shawn Mc
Knight approved the state
ments she submitted. 

The mission of women’s 
ministry in this diocese is: 
“Supporting women in their 
journey to sainthood by pro
viding opportunities for 
growth in prayer, fellowship, 
service and faith formation/
education.”

The resulting vision is: “A 
community of women who 
look to the Church as the cen
ter of their lives and who ac
tively seek to share the joys of 
their faith with others by par
ticipation in the life and mis

sion of their parish.” 
How does that work 

in each community? 
“I find that out by 

listening,” said Mrs. 
Prasad. “It’s not about 
anything being my 
idea. It needs to be our 
idea as a community.”

“Be it done” 
A helpful abbrevia

tion Mrs. Prasad uses 
for women’s ministry 
is “faith in action, to
gether,” which spells 
out “fiat.” 

That happens to be 
the Latin word for “Be 
it done,” which the 
Blessed Mother said to 
the angel in consenting 
to be the mother of the 
Savior. 

“My inspiration is 
from Mary,” said Mrs. 
Prasad. “I dedicate my 
ministry to her, so that through 
her, we will point all women in 
our community to Jesus.” 

Mrs. Prasad has always been 
drawn to volunteering and 
helping out at church. 

She believes the Holy Spirit 
guided her to this role, begin
ning with several friends en
couraging her to apply for the 
position when it opened.

The process culminated 
with her praying the Novena 
of St. Therese of Lisieux and 
then unwittingly visiting a 
church that had been elabo
rately decorated with roses.

In many ways, this is some
thing she’s been preparing for 
all her life. 

Having grown up in a par
ish that gave focus to her fam
ily’s existence, “I feel that’s the 
best vision for women’s minis
try: for the women of our dio
cese to look to the parish as the 
center of their human interac
tions,” she said.

A group of women she came 
to know through volunteering 
at the Cathedral Parish gradu
ally coalesced into a spiritual 
support group. 

Several years ago, she and 
six friends started meeting 
weekly in order to pray a Con
secration to Mary together. 

“The Consecration to Mary 
is basically giving everything 
that you do — all your payers, 
all your works, all your peti
tions — over to Mary to give 

to Jesus,” she said. “You just 
turn it over to her and ask her 
to use it in the best way pos
sible.”

The group still gathers each 
Thursday. 

“I can’t imagine not having 
that group of woman in my 
life,” she said. “We’ve helped 
each other through illnesses in 
our families and the deaths of 
some of our parents. 

“Always having them there, 
praying for me and getting to
gether is really lifechanging,” 
she said.

Something to build on
In addition to working with 

local pastors to convene re
gional women’s ministry coali
tions, Mrs. Prasad is organiz
ing two large diocesan events: 
a spring pilgrimage and a fall 
retreat. 

“I hope these events help 
women get recharged and then 
take that with them back to 
their community and their 
parish,” she said.

This year’s women’s pilgrim
age will be held on Saturday, 
June 10, in the Cathedral of 
St. Joseph. 

 She’s also working on cul
tivating a speaker’s bureau, a 
book and movie club, a trove 
of online resources, and a ro
bust presence on social media. 

She sees all of this as a way 
to help the women of each par
ish use their Godgiven talents 

Given at the Chancery in Jefferson City on the 10th day 
of March in the Year of Our Lord 2023.

Most Reverend W. Shawn McKnight, S.T.D.
Bishop of Jefferson City 

Benjamin Roodhouse, JD, JCL
Chancellor

within our diocese. Pastors are obliged to see that the norms of 
this policy are implemented in their parish.

DECREE
From page 3

to assist each other in 
becoming better dis
ciples. 

She’s grateful to 
Mrs. Korsmeyer for 
laying the groundwork 
for fruitful women’s 
ministry in the diocese. 

“I’m especially 
thankful for all the 
work LeAnn put into 
forming the coalitions,” 
said Mrs. Prasad. “It’s 
really nice to be able 
to come in and take off 
running because of the 
groundwork she laid.” 

Having lively coali
tions means no parish 
will have to “reinvent 
the wheel,” she said. 

Stop and listen
Mrs. Prasad suggest

ed that women who 
feel drawn to some 
aspect of parish life 

should pay close attention — 
it may be an invitation from 
the Holy Spirit. 

“If there are things you 
want to see happen in your 
parish and your community, 
try reaching out and seeing 
how you can start making it 
happen,” she said. “If you don’t 
know how to do that, my of
fice can be a resource for you. 

“Get in touch with me, and 
we can explore together how to 
make it happen,” she said. 

Men can assist by being 
supportive and encouraging 
the women in their lives to get 
involved in their parishes and 
do what God is calling them 
to do. 

“There are things we can all 
do to stay connected and make 
sure we’re growing in faith,” 
said Mrs. Prasad. 

She asked for prayers for 
humility and openness to what 
God has in mind for her and 
for women’s ministry in this 
diocese. 

“Pray for us to keep his 
Church and his way as our 
guide,” she suggested. “And we 
also need to pray for the capac
ity to do whatever we do with 
joy.

“Because if we approach this 
ministry with joy, that’s what 
will make other people want to 
join in with us,” she said.

diojeffcity.org/womens-
ministry

Barbara Prasad
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By Jay Nies
“Within every difficulty and 

struggle lies the opportunity 
for grace and transformation. 
The sooner we learn to let go 
and let God be in charge, the 
happier and wiser we will be.”

Sister Laura Jean Spaeth 
of the School Sisters of Notre 
Dame (SSND) spent most of 
her adult life learning to ar-
ticulate that wisdom and put it 
ever more deeply into practice. 

That effort concluded on 
Feb. 5 when Sr. Laura Jean, 
79, died peacefully at Trinity 
Woods in Milwaukee. 

She had served as director of 
the Newman Center in Rolla 
from 2009-2012 and then had 
given spiritual direction and 
retreats in this diocese until 
her election to congregational 
leadership in 2015. 

The Mass of Christian Buri-
al was celebrated on Feb. 20 in 
Christ King Church in Wau-
watosa, Wisconsin. 

“She struggles no more,” a fel-
low sister stated before the Mass. 
“She experiences the transfor-
mation we all hope in, and she 
prays for us and always will.”

Sr. Laura Jean spent years 
serving as an educator, school 
administrator, SSND interna-
tional counselor, local commu-
nity-builder and one-on-one 
spiritual director. 

“She was attentive to God’s 
presence and call in her life,” 
said Sister Kathleen Wegman 
SSND, who lived in commu-
nity with Sr. Laura Jean for 
three years. 

“She was a good friend, co-
worker and community mem-
ber,” said Sr. Kathleen. “I am 
grateful for the gift she was to 
me and to so many.”

Catching a vocation
Sr. Laura Jean was born 

on Sept. 15, 1943, near West 
Bend, Wisconsin, the ninth of 
Isadore and Loraine Spaeth’s 
12 children. 

She and her siblings grew 
up on a 90-acre farm and in 
a family deeply rooted in the 
Catholic faith and their rela-
tionship to God and creation. 

“They were convinced that 
their daily Rosaries — on their 
knees of course — were es-
sential to the growth of their 
crops,” said Sister Susan He-
tebrueg of the School Sisters 

of Notre Dame, who spoke 
before Sr. Laura Jean’s funeral. 

With plenty of chores to go 
around, Sr. Laura Jean and her 
siblings saw going to school as 
their vacation time.

Sr. Laura Jean often snuck 
unto church to pray in the si-
lence over recess. 

The sisters who taught the 
Spaeth children were kind and 
generous, which helped Sr. 
Laura Jean and her older sister, 
Sister Gabriel Mary, discover 
their calling to religious life. 

Sr. Laura Jean entered the 
SSND aspiranture, a high school 
for girls who were interested in 
becoming a sister, in Milwaukee. 

Her first teaching assign-
ment was in a rural school in 
northern Wisconsin. 

She then was assigned to an 
inner-city school in Milwaukee, 
serving during violent Civil 
Rights clashes of the late 1960s. 

While there, she professed 
final vows and completed her 
teaching degree. 

She then went to Superior, 
Wisconsin, to serve as a full-time 
teacher, principal, director of re-
ligious education and superior of 
the local SSND community.

Over the summers, she 
earned a master’s degree in 
Scripture and theology at St. 
John’s University in Minnesota. 

She was then summoned 
to join the staff of the Capu-
chin Justice and Peace Center 
in Milwaukee, focusing on the 
center’s educational aspects of 
the justice programs. 

Three years in, she became 
the administrator. 

She later spent a year par-
ticipating in the Spiritual In-
tegration Program at Regis 
College in Toronto, followed 
by two years directing the RE-
NEW program at a parish in 
the heart of Milwaukee. 

She was then appointed to 
serve as a resource staff person 
for the SSND’s worldwide gen-
eral counsel in Rome. 

Three years later, she be-
came the director of a holis-
tic renewal program in Glens 
Falls, New York, for men and 
women religious. 

She was elected provincial 
leader of the SSNDs’ former 
Milwaukee province, helping 
to oversee the creation of a girls’ 
school for young Hispanic stu-
dents in Milwaukee. 

She served two five-year 
terms on the SSND general 
counsel in Rome, which in-
volved visiting sisters who 
were ministering in more than 
20 different countries. 

“Holy listening”
Sr. Laura Jean was eager 

to return to local ministry 
when she got back to the 
United States. 

She found out about an 
opening for director of the 
Rolla Newman Center, and 
applied for it. 

She was grateful to be se-
lected for that role, and trea-
sured her time on campus and 
the friends she met there. 

She especially enjoyed help-
ing the students organize re-
treats and days of recollection. 

“I feel I have been given so 
many opportunities and expe-
riences in my life,” she said. “I 
feel called to share these gifts 
as well as my own humanness 
and weakness in this ministry 
in the ways God is calling me.” 

Three years later, she moved 
to Jefferson City to help satisfy 
numerous requests from wom-
en and men seeking spiritual 
direction, as well as leading re-
treats and workshops. 

“It’s guiding people in spiri-
tuality,” she stated at that time. 
“That can be through retreats, 
prayer days, workshops, dis-
cernment — the whole thing of 
facilitating the growth of people 
in their hunger for God.” 

“My own life’s passion has 
first and foremost been to grow 
in personal spirituality, to live 
an integral life,” she continued. 
“And it’s been my desire to help 
facilitate that same growth in 
other people and help them 
satisfy their hunger for God.”

She loved the diversity that 
came with working with many 
different people. 

She emphasized that the 
foundation of spiritual direction 
is “holy listening” — “helping 
people listen to God’s prompt-
ings in the joys and difficulties 
He sets before us in life.” 

After three years, she was 
elected to the leadership team of 
the SSNDs’ newly created Cen-
tral Pacific Province, headquar-
tered in St. Louis, which takes in 
a large part of the United States.

She found out that she had 
cancer shortly after her term in 

leadership ended. 
Following treatment and a 

yearlong sabbatical, she moved 
to an SSND community at a 
Milwaukee parish, eager to re-
turn to teaching and ministry. 

“Unfortunately, that dream 
couldn’t come to fruition,” due 
to declining health, Sr. Susan 
noted. 

Sister and friend
“Laura Jean was a wonder-

ful beacon of light in so many 
ways,” said Franciscan Father 
Ralph Parthie, who presided at 
her funeral. “She was a woman 
of faith who taught and encour-
aged the rest of us to have faith.” 

“She showed us every day of 
her life ... to continue to strive 
and to work and to be focused 
on the love that is being given 
to us,” he said. 

“She had a beautiful smile 

and exuded kindness and 
grace,” said one of Sr. Laura 
Jean’s nieces. “She poured her 
whole heart and soul into ev-
erything she did. She encour-
aged people to enjoy the little 
things in a loving way.”

“She was like the matri-
arch of our family,” another 
niece stated. “She truly lis-
tened and never judged.” 

Sister Julie 
Brandt  SSND  lived in com-
munity with Sr. Laura Jean in 
Jefferson City for two years. 

They first met at the SSND 
General Chapter in Brazil in 
2007, where Sr. Julie  draft-
ed official summaries in English 
of each week’s proceedings un-

der the supervision of Sr. Laura 
Jean. 

Striving for precision and 
perfection, Sr. Laura Jean rou-
tinely saturated the first drafts 
with red ink and called for sev-
eral more drafts before approv-
ing the finished documents. 

Albeit leery from that ex-
perience,  “I quickly found 
that she was a wonderful com-
munity member,”  Sr. Julie re-
called of their time together in 
Jefferson City.  “She had a de-
lightful, welcoming spirit.”

Later on, they got togeth-
er once or twice a month in 
St. Louis, while Sr. Julie was 
traveling back and forth from 
Jefferson City to work on her 
doctorate. 

“It was a wonderful gift, real-
ly,” Sr. Julie recalled. “She was no 
longer the  exacting  supervisor, 
but a sister and a friend.”

Rest in peace, Sr. Laura Jean Spaeth SSND, educator, 
former Rolla Newman Center director, spiritual director

Monsignor David Cox, pastor of St. Stanislaus Parish in Wardsville 
and St. Margaret of Antioch Parish in Osage Bend, led the opening 
prayer for a rally in the Missouri State Capitol Rotunda on March 8, 
2023, during the Missouri Right to Life Pro-Life Action Day: 

Loving Father, you formed man from the dust of the Earth 
and breathed into him the gift of life. 

Today, we gather to praise you for that precious gift of life that 
you have given to us. 

We pray that we may recognize the sanctity of all human life 
from conception until natural death. 

We pray for our country, that it may be faithful to the vision 
of our founding fathers as one nation under God. 

May our president and all elected officials enact laws that pro-
tect the most innocent and vulnerable among us. 

May we use the gift of life that you have given us for your greater 
honor and glory. Let us praise you with every breath that we take!

We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Msgr. Cox leads prayer 
at Right to Life event

Sr. Laura Jean Spaeth (1943-2023)
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By Father Don Antweiler
ACROSS

1. Missouri’s wildlife has de-
veloped and evolved many 
special abilities to both 
____ and to thrive.

7. Every millimeter of a cat-
fish’s ____ from its whis-
kers to tail is covered with 
taste buds. This isn’t to sa-
vor flavors but to find food 
in dark, murky water.

10. “Yes, Lord God almighty, 
your judgments are ____ 
and just,” (Revelation 
16:7).

11. 1/12 of a foot.
13. State bordering only the 

States of Connecticut and 
Massachusetts (abbr.).

14. A person who looks down 
their nose at people.

16. The attack on Pearl Har-
bor in Dec. of 1941 sent 
U.S. soldiers marching off 
__ __ (2 wds.).

18. “One can never consent 
to creep when one feels an 
impulse __ __,” —Helen 
Keller (2 wds.).

20. It fell to Pope Paul __ __ 
to courageously imple-
ment Vatican II.

21. A thin, tapered tool to fill 
in gaps between objects, 
with putty or grout, for ex.

22. Paddlefish have huge flat 
noses which are used not 
for smell, but more like 
a TV ____ to detect the 
weak electrical signals of 
insects, tiny crustaceans 
and other plankton drift-
ing in the water. Yum, 
yum (?).

25. ____ Tse Tung; early Chi-

ACROSS
the
Diocese

nese Communist leader.
26. 7th note.
27. Top ____ is an1986 ac-

tion/drama movie starring 
Tom Cruise. It is support-
ed by one of the most pop-
ular soundtracks to date. 
One song won an academy 
award.

28. Restaurant list.
29. Word before cube or 

cream.
31. A place for deep cleansing 

and massages.
32. One reason butterflies 

don’t wear ____ (!) is be-
cause they have “tongues” 
on their toes! Landing on 
a flower, a butterfly’s feet 
instantly tells if there is 
nectar there or if it’s a safe 
place to lay eggs.

34. Airport security agency.
37. Prefix for them or gel.
38. The ____ guy was in 

charge of the CEO’s image 
in advertising and public 
appearances.

40. “The whole of our lives 
____ a spiritual battle,” 
—Supreme Knight Patrick 
Kelly, Columbia Magazine.

42. “____ be ready to give 
an explanation to anyone 
who asks you for a reason 
for your hope...” (1 Peter 
3:15).

44. In the army, letters for 
Area of Operations.

45. “The abbess of Fare-
well was a dumpy round 
____ of a woman with 
shrewd brown eyes that 
weighed and measured in 
a glance…” —The Confes-
sion of Brother Haluin, El-
lis Peters.

46. Most birds can see ultra-
violet light. Some prey, 
like voles, mark their ____ 
through the grass with 
dribbles of urine. We hu-
mans can’t see the urine 
(just as well, I think), but 
urine reflects UV light, so 
a hawk sees a neon sign to 
dinner.

48. In medical diagnoses, let-

ters for Time To Progres-
sion (i.e., the length of 
time between diagnosis 
of a disease and the time 
when it gets worse or when 
treatment began).

50. Letters for Lightning Net-
work; Domino’s Pizza’s 
name for their “fast deliv-
ery” service in their electric 
cars.

51. “____ transit gloria mun-
di”; Latin phrase mean-
ing “Thus passes the glory 
of the world”; formerly 
this was a chanted refrain 
accompanying a newly 
elected Pope to keep the 
outpouring of applauding 
sentiment in perspective.

53. Cry of distress.
56. The nickname for ____ 

de Janeiro in Brazil is The 
Marvelous City (Cidade 
Maravilhosa).

58. Bats are the most familiar 
animals that use ____ (i.e., 
they “see with sound”). 
They use high-pitched 
squeaks (200 each second!) 
that bounce off objects to 
somehow triangulate and 
zero in on insects even in 
wide open spaces.

DOWN
1. There are two quarterbacks 

available. Let’s check their 
____. Informal for statis-
tics.

2. Abraham’s ancestral home.
3. French, Catalina or ____ 

dressing.
4. Rattlesnakes, and all Mo.’s 

____ snakes, hunt at night 
but they are never in the 
dark. They have organs 
between their eyes to “see” 
heat from other animals. 
In complete darkness, a 
rattler can detect a mouse 
two feet away and strike 
with deadly accuracy.

5. Scorpions have eyes on 
both their backs and heads 
but still can’t see squat. 
Instead they rely on two 
extra organs on their bel-
lies to help them smell and 
taste their environment. 
Also, sensitive hairs on its 
pincers feel ____ in the air.

6. Prefix for sign or core.
7. “Take This Job and ____ 

It” —1977 Country Mu-
sic song by Johnny Pay-
check.

8. Savings plan.
9. Goal for a Hindu.
12. The Constitution State. In 

1639, this colony wrote 
what is considered the first 

written constitution of a 
democratic government 
(abbr.).

15. Short for Office of Ad-
ministration which serves 
as the administrative and 
managerial arm of (Mo.) 
State Government.

17. When a bumblebee flaps 
its ____, the fuzz on its 
body becomes charged 
with static electricity. A 
flower swaying the wind 
takes on a static charge, 
too. So, when the bee 
lands on the flower it gets 
a tiny zap of static. If the 
bee feels no zap, it knows 
another insect has already 
visited the flower.

19. I’m going to do it! What 
about you? __ __ too, I 
guess (2 wds.).

23. “Little girls are made of 
sugar and spice and every-
thing ____,” —from an 
1820 nursery rhyme.

24. Referring to a wedding.
28. If lost, it helps to have a 

compass. Birds traveling 
long distances have them 
built in. Some have tiny 
bits of ____ in their beaks 
to use the earth’s magnetic 
field to determine their 
direction. Some have pro-
teins in their eyes enabling 
them to actually see the 
magnetic field.

30. Sixth sense.
33. Word before field or fever.
35. In education, letters for 

Student Learning Objec-
tive; it’s a teacher’s aca-
demic growth plan for a 
student.

36. “Time is irrelevant to me. I 
never wear __ __,” —sing-
er Mariah Carey; referred 
to by Guinness World Re-
cords as the “Songbird Su-
preme” (2 wds.).

39. “In the Liturgy of the Mass 
we express our faith in the 
____ presence of Christ 
under the species of bread 
and wine….” —Catechism 
of the Catholic Church, 
#1378.

41. I wasn’t expecting you 
back __ __ (2 wds.).

43. Back of the boat direction.
46. Gillette ____ II men’s razor.
47. Cross letters.
49. “My most useful acting tip 

came from my ____ John 
Wayne. Talk low, talk slow, 
and don’t say too much,” 
—actor Michael Caine.

51. Dir. from Canton to Sedalia.
52. Short for parishes in 

Montgomery City and 
Loose Creek.

54. “But now I seek out what 
was in that theft to give me 
delight, and ____, there is 
His loveliness in it,” —
Confessions, St. Augustine, 
354-430 A.D.

55. Colombia’s continent 
(abbr.).

57. Moon of Jupiter.
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100% GREEN, 101% COOL

GEOTHERMAL HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING

Stieferman Heating Company 573-635-3547
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POPE FRANCIS
From page 1

To the margins
Signals that Pope 

Francis’s papacy 
would be different 
started the moment 
he stepped out on 
the balcony of St. 
Peter’s Basilica the 
evening of March 
13, 2013: He was 
not wearing a red, er-
mine-trimmed cape, 
and he bowed as he 
asked the crowd to 
pray that God would 
bless him.

His decision not 
to live in the Apos-
tolic Palace, his in-
vitations to Vatican 
trash collectors and 
gardeners and other 
employees to join 
him for his daily 
morning Mass, his 
insistence on going 
to the Italian island 
of Lampedusa to 
celebrate Mass and 
pray for migrants 
who had drowned in 
the Mediterranean 
captivated the atten-
tion of the media.

But not everyone was 
pleased with the seeming ease 
with which he set aside pomp 
and protocol. And tensions 
within the Catholic community 
grew as he expressed openness 
to LGBTQ Catholics and to 
those living in what the Church 
considers irregular marriage 
situations and when he said in 
an interview in 2013 that the 
Church cannot talk only about 
abortion, gay marriage and con-
traception.

One kind of summary of 
his first 10 years as pope can be 
found in numbers: 

•he has made 40 trips 
abroad, visiting 60 countries; 

•in eight consistories he cre-
ated 95 cardinals under the age 
of 80 and eligible to vote in a 
conclave and paid tribute to 26 
churchmen over the age of 80; 
and 

•he has presided over the 
canonizations of 911 new 
saints, including a group of 
more than 800 martyrs, but 
also Pope St. John Paul II, Pope 
St. John XXIII and Pope St. 
Paul VI.

“Sense of faith”
In his first major document, 

the apostolic exhortation “The 
Joy of the Gospel,” Pope Francis 
laid out a program for his pa-
pacy, looking inside the Church 
and outside at the world to see 
what needed to be done to “en-
courage and guide the whole 
Church in a new phase of evan-
gelization, one marked by en-
thusiasm and vitality.”

The document included a 
discussion of the need:

•to reform Church institu-
tions to highlight their mission-
ary role; 

•to encourage pastoral work-
ers to listen to and stand with 
the people they were minister-
ing — his famous line about 
having “the smell of the sheep”; 

•to deepen an understand-
ing of the Church as “the entire 
people of God” and not as an 
institution or, worse, a club of 
the elect; 

•to integrate the poor into 
the Church and society, rather 
than simply see them as objects 
of assistance; and 

•to promote peace and dia-
logue.

For Canadian Cardinal Mi-
chael Czerny, prefect of the 
Dicastery for Promoting Inte-
gral Human Development, the 
agenda of Pope Francis is the 

original agenda of 
the Second Vatican 
Council.

Unlike Pope St. 
John Paul II and the 
late Pope Benedict 
XVI, Pope Francis 
did not attend any of 
the council sessions. 
And, in fact, because 
he was ordained to 
the Priesthood Dec. 
13, 1969, he is the 
first pope to be or-
dained a priest after 
Vatican II.

“After Scripture 
and Tradition, the 
council is the sig-
nificant foundation, 
and I would say, 
characteristic orien-
tation of this papa-
cy,” Cardinal Czerny 
told Catholic News 
Service (CNS). 

“He has taken 
the council not from 
a collection of de-
crees, but from the 
lived experience of 
the council as imple-
mented, as lived, as 

tested, as developed, you might 
say, in the Church of Latin 
America,” the Cardinal contin-
ued. 

Pope St. John XXIII 
launched the council with a 
pastoral focus on what it means 
to be the Church in the mod-
ern world, he said. The papacies 
of Pope St. John Paul and Pope 
Benedict, he said, “reverted to 
a more doctrinal understand-
ing of the council” with “some 
very good results and with some 
massive, unfinished business.”

While the work of Pope 
Francis’ predecessors was im-
portant, he said, “I don’t think 
it picked up the primary agenda 
(of the council), which was im-
plementing a new understand-
ing of Church in the modern 
world, a new way of evangeliz-
ing because the world is so dif-
ferent from how it was, let’s say, 
at the end of World War II.”

Emilce Cuda, an Argentine 
theologian and secretary of the 
Pontifical Commission for Lat-
in America, agreed that a key 
to understanding Pope Fran-
cis’ pontificate is knowing how 
Vatican II was lived in Latin 
America with respect for popu-
lar piety and culture, and trust 
in the “sensus fidei,” the notion 

that the baptized together have 
a “sense of faith” and an ability 
“to understand what God says 
to us, to his people, in every 
moment.”

“There in the popular cul-
ture, in the peripheries, and in 
all the people of God, we can 
hear what God wants from us, 
or what God tells us to do in re-
sponse to social problems and in 
the Church in each moment,” 
she said. “We are in history and 
history is a movement, and the 
situation is not the same (as) in 
the 20th century or in the 21st 
century.”

“Ancient way”
As for disagreements with 

or even controversies about 
the papacy of Pope Fran-
cis, Cardinal Czerny warned 
against confusing “loud with 
representative or loud with 
majority. Loud doesn’t mean 
any of those things; it means 
loud.”

But, he said, “the patience 
of Pope Francis” leads him and 
encourages others to recognize 
that the pope’s critics “are not 
100% off beam,” or off track; 
there usually is a grain of truth 
in what they say or an impor-
tant value they hold dear that 
is being overlooked.

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin 
of Newark, New Jersey, told 
CNS he believes the first 10 
years of Pope Francis’ pontifi-
cate have been preparation for 
“what’s happening right now, 
and that’s the synodal conver-
sation.”

The Second Vatican Coun-
cil called Catholics to read 
the “signs of the times” and 
respond. 

And, the cardinal said, “this 
notion that we don’t have au-
tomatically prepared prescrip-
tions for every challenge that 
faces us leads us to a funda-
mental tenet of our belief,” 
which is belief “in the Holy 

Spirit, the lord and giver of 
life.”

The synod process, which 
began with listening to peo-
ple around the globe and will 
move toward two assemblies 
mainly of bishops, is about 
listening to the Holy Spirit.

While the synod involves 
meetings, Cardinal Tobin 
said, “synodality is a way of 
being Church. It’s an ancient 
way of being Church that is 
being recovered and lived in 
the circumstances in which we 
face ourselves today. And so, 
to my mind, that’s sort of the 
capstone of what Pope Francis 
has been working for over the 
last decade.”

“I’ve called synodality 
his long game,” the cardinal 
said. “He’s convinced that the 
changed circumstances of our 
world and our world going 
forward demand a new appre-
ciation for the role of the Holy 
Spirit and a way to access that 
gift that is given to all of us by 
virtue of our baptism.”

“He’s free”
Pope Francis has been lay-

ing the foundation for the 
new synod process since the 
beginning of his pontificate, 
said Cardinal Blase J. Cupich 
of Chicago. “There’s an organ-
ic whole to all of this.”

“I just wonder if, from the 
very beginning, he had in his 

See DECADE, page 19

Pope Francis kisses the foot of an inmate after washing 
it during the Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
at a prison in Civitavecchia, Italy, April 14, 2022. 

— CNS photo/Vatican Media
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Fundraisers &
Social Events

Mar. 17
California, K of C & Ladies So-
dality fish fry, 4-6:30 pm, dine-in, 
drive-thru, to-go, Annunciation 
Parish basement; Camdenton, 
K of C fish fry, 5-7 pm; Cuba, 
Holy Cross Parish fish fry, 4:30-
6:30 pm; Eldon, K of C fish fry, 
5-7 pm; Fayette, K of C fish fry, 
5-7 pm, St. Joseph Parish Hall; 
Hannibal, K of C fish fry, 4:30-7 
pm; Laurie, K of C dine-in and 
drive-thru fish fry, 4:30-6:30 pm; 
Loose Creek, K of C 2027 drive-
through fish fry, 5-7 pm, Im-
maculate Conception School; 
Russellville, K of C fish fry, 4:30-7 
pm, St. Michael Parish Hall; St. 
James, K of C fish fry, 4:30-6:30 
pm, Immaculate Conception 
Parish Hall; St. Robert, K of C fish 
fry, 4:30-7 pm, St. Robert Bel-
larmine Parish Hall; Taos, K of C 
fish fry, 4:30-7:30 pm; Warsaw, K 
of C fish fry, 3-7 pm

Mar. 18
Edina, St. Joseph & St. Aloysius 
Parishes St. Joseph Day Cele-
bration, 5:30-10 pm, with Mass, 
carry-in meal, games and 
speaker; Fulton, K of C Cornhole 
Tournament, 9 am-7 pm, St. Pe-
ter School gym, for info call 573-
291-4712; St. Anthony, K of C St. 
Patrick’s Dance, 8:30-11:30 pm, 
St. Anthony Parish Hall

Mar. 21
Jefferson City, Vitae’s Don & 
Ruth Ann Schnieders Annual 
Pro-Life Event, featuring key-
note speaker Rachel Cam-
pos-Duffy, luncheon program 
noon-1:30 pm, dinner pro-
gram 6:30-9 pm, Capitol Pla-
za Hotel, to register visit vitae 
foundation.org

Mar. 23
Jefferson City, Helias Catholic 
High School Project Gradu-
ation fundraiser at Freddy’s, 
5-9 pm, 2103 Mo. Blvd.; Rolla, 
Pregnancy Resource Cen-
ter of Rolla’s Banquet for Life, 
featuring keynote speaker 
Steventhen Holland, 6:30-8:30 
pm, Havener Center, for info 
or to register visit supportmy 
prc.com/banquet-for-life

Mar. 24
Camdenton, K of C fish fry, 5-7 
pm; Chamois, Most Pure Heart 
of Mary Parish seafood buffet, 
4-7:30 pm; Columbia, K of C 
Council 1529 drive-thru fish fry, 
4:30-7 pm; Cuba, Holy Cross 

Parish fish fry, 4:30-6:30 pm; 
Eldon, K of C fish fry, 5-7 pm; 
Fulton, K of C fish fry, 4-7 pm; 
Hannibal, K of C fish fry, 4:30-
7 pm; Jefferson City, Bishop 
McAuliffe K of C Council & Boy 
Scout Troop 101 drive-thru only 
fish fry, 4:30-7 pm, Cathedral 
Undercroft; Laurie, K of C dine-
in and drive-thru fish fry, 4:30-
6:30 pm; Mary’s Home, K of C 
fish & shrimp dinner, 6-8 pm; St. 
James, K of C fish fry, 4:30-6:30 
pm, Immaculate Conception 
Parish Hall; St. Martins, St. Mar-
tin Home & School fish fry, 4:30-
7:30 pm, school gym; St. Rob-
ert, K of C fish fry, 4:30-7 pm, 
St. Robert Bellarmine Parish 
Fellowship Hall; St. Thomas, K of 
C fish fry, 4:30-7 pm, St. Thom-
as the Apostle Parish Center; 
Warsaw, K of C fish fry, 3-7 pm

Mar. 25
Mary’s Home, Our Lady of 
Snows Parish Food Truck & 
Dance, Pizza Kwik food truck 
from noon-9 pm in church park-
ing lot, dance with Shiloh from 
7-11 pm at school gym

Mar. 31
Camdenton, K of C fish fry, 5-7 
pm; Cuba, Holy Cross Parish fish 
fry, 4:30-6:30 pm; Eldon, K of C 
fish fry, 5-7 pm; Fayette, K of C 
fish fry, 5-7 pm, St. Joseph Par-
ish Hall; Fulton, K of C fish fry, 
4-7 pm; Hannibal, K of C fish fry, 
4:30-7 pm; Laurie, K of C dine-in 
and drive-thru fish fry, 4:30-6:30 
pm; Mary’s Home, K of C fish & 
shrimp dinner, 6-8 pm; Russell-
ville, K of C fish fry, 4:30-7 pm, St. 
Michael Parish Hall; St. James, 
K of C fish fry, 4:30-6:30 pm, Im-
maculate Conception Parish 
Hall; St. Robert, K of C fish fry, 
4:30-7 pm, St. Robert Bellarmine 
Parish Fellowship Hall; Taos, K of 
C fish fry, 4:30-7:30 pm; Warsaw, 
K of C fish fry, 3-7 pm

Apr. 1
Jefferson City, K of C Msgr. 
Pleus Council 14906 carry-out 
BBQ dinner, 11 am-4 pm, Mc-
Carty Plaza

Apr. 2
Argyle, St. Aloysius & St. Boni-
face chicken & ham dinner, 
11 am-5:30 pm, VFW Hall; 
Belle, St. Alexander Parish 
breakfast, 7-11 am; Wards-
ville, Wardsville/Osage Bend K 
of C breakfast, 7:30 am-noon, 
St. Stanislaus School gym

Apr. 5
Jefferson City, Helias Catholic 
High School Project Gradua-

Need more info about an event or want to see more events?
Visit the diocesan EVENT CALENDAR at diojeffcity.org/events.

Want your event listed?
Fill out the ONLINE FORM at diojeffcity.org/event-listing.

tion fundraiser at Panera, 5-8 
pm, 2214 Mo. Blvd.

Apr. 7
Hannibal, K of C fish fry, 4:30-
7 pm; Warsaw, K of C fish fry, 
3-7 pm

Meetings/
Workshops

Mar. 23
VIRTUAL, “Eucharist: The Work 
of Our Redemption” Lenten 
lecture series presented by 
the Federation of Diocesan 
Liturgical Commissions, noon, 
for info or to register visit fdlc.
org/eucharistseries2023

Mar. 25
Rolla, National Men’s Confer-
ence live broadcast from Cin-
cinnati, 8 am-5 pm, St. Patrick 
Parish Center, for info email 
greg.j.strat@gmail.com

Apr. 15
Sedalia, Piano Skills Workshop 
for pastoral musicians, spon-
sored by the Jefferson City 
Chapter of NPM, 9 am-noon, 
Sacred Heart School, limited 
registration by emailing jeffer 
soncitymo@npm.org

Eventos del 
Ministerio Hispano

marzo 17-19
Sedalia, Retiro de Vida en el 
Espíritu para Hombres, Escuela 
Sagrado Corazón, para más 
información contacte al líder 
RCC de su parroquia o a Ilsi 
Palacios al 316-530-1004 o por 
correo electrónico a Comite 
DiocesanoRCCH@gmail.com

marzo 24-26
Sedalia, Retiro de Vida en el 
Espíritu para Mujeres, Escuela 
Sagrado Corazón, para más 
información contacte al líder 
RCC de su parroquia o a Ilsi 
Palacios al 316-530-1004 o por 
correo electrónico a Comite 
DiocesanoRCCH@gmail.com

abril 14
Varios lugares, Asambleas de 
Jóvenes, 7-9 pm, para más 
información contacte a Ilsi 
Palacios al 316-530-1004 o por 
correo electrónico a Comite 
DiocesanoRCCH@gmail.com

abril 15-16
Columbia, Retiro de Comu-
nidad Columbia-dirigido, Sa-
grado Corazón, para más 

información contacte a Jac-
queline de la Cruz al 573-673-
2091 o por correo electrónico 
a jpuertoplata@yahoo.com

abril 30
Sedalia, Kermes, 1-3 pm, ca-
pilla de san Patricio, para más 
información contacte a Maria 
Gomez al 660-620-3405 o Raul 
Lopez a 660-287-8920

Faith Formation & 
Spiritual Renewal

Mar. 18
Jefferson City, “Invitation to 
(W)holiness” women’s mini-re-
treat, 8:45 am-noon, Immacu-
late Conception’s Kertz Hall, 
for info or to register email 
jacknjo@embarqmail.com or 
mcalflowers@gmail.com

Mar. 20 & 27
Folk, “Restore,” women’s Lent-
en book study, 6:30-7:45 pm, 
St. Anthony Parish Hall. Call 
573-291-3556 or 573-694-6319.

Mar. 20-22
Hannibal, Holy Family Parish 
Mission with Fr. William Rhine-
hart, C.M., 6 pm each evening

Apr. 2
Taos, “From Trauma to Tri-
umph,” overcoming life’s most 
difficult challenges with faith 
and resistence,” with Jason Hol-
zer and Rhea Lalla, 1-3 pm, St. 
Francis Xavier School cafeteria

Liturgical
Mar. 30

Laurie, Lenten Pilgrimage of 
Healing, with Reconciliation, 
Mass, Adoration and healing 
prayer with Fr. Norbert Rap-
pold, 5-8 pm, National Shrine 
of Mary, Mother of the Church

Apr. 4
Holts Summit, Chrism Mass, 10 
am-noon, St. Andrew Church

Apr. 11
Starkenburg, Second Tuesday 
Mass, 11 am-2 pm, Shrine of 
Our Lady of Sorrows, for info 
visit risensavior.diojeffcity.org

Youth &
Young Adults

Mar. 19
Jefferson City, Young Adult 
Mass, third Sunday of each 
month, 5 pm, Immaculate 
Conception Church

Apr. 5
Jefferson City, Rooted/Con-
nected/Searching in Com-
munity young adult group, 
first Wed. of each month, 5-8 
pm, Immaculate Conception 
Parish’s Pleus Hall, for info visit 
icangels.com/youngadults

May 29-Jun. 2
Conway, Mo., Camp Lolek 
session 1 for junior high boys, 
for info or to register visit dio 
jeffcity.org/camp-lolek

Jun. 5-9
Conway, Mo., Camp Lolek 
session 2 for junior high girls, for 
info or to register visit diojeff 
city.org/camp-lolek

Jun. 11-13
Conway, Mo., Camp Lolek 
session 3 for junior high boys, 
for info or to register visit dio 
jeffcity.org/camp-lolek

Jun. 15-17
Conway, Mo., Camp Lolek 
session 4 for junior high girls, for 
info or to register visit diojeff 
city.org/camp-lolek

Jun. 19-24
Conway, Mo., Camp Macca-
bee for high school young men, 
for info or to register visit diojeff 
city.org/camp-maccabee

Jun. 25-30
Conway, Mo., Camp Siena for 
high school young women, for 
info or to register visit diojeff 
city.org/camp-siena

Health &
Wellness

Mar. 23
Jefferson City, Blood drive, 10 
am-4 pm, Helias Catholic High 
School auxiliary gym

QUESTION
From page 8
still requires us to practice some sort of penance on every Friday 
throughout the year (barring those times when a major solemnity 
falls on a Friday). While abstinence from meat is the traditional 
Friday penance, another suitable penance can be substituted ac-
cording to a good-faith discernment of individual members of 
the faithful.

Jenna Marie Cooper, who holds a licentiate in canon law, is a 
consecrated virgin and a canonist whose column appears weekly at 
OSV News. Send your questions to CatholicQA@osv.com.
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SR. CONSTANCE
From page 9

Individually and as a society, we need to show greater esteem and gratitude to 
caregivers.

We need to advocate for more educational opportunities and incentives for young 
people to enter the field of geriatrics, for better working conditions, compensation 
and benefits, and for care and support for those experiencing exhaustion or burnout.

These suggestions may seem like a departure from our Lenten theme, but I believe 
that Our Lord is speaking to us through the elderly — whom St. Jeanne Jugan called 
the mouthpiece of God — and we need to listen. 

As we deepen the ideal of journeying together in a spirit of synodality, let us come 
down from the mountain convinced that the eldest members of the human family 
are everyone’s concern. 

Sister Constance Veit is the communications director for the Little Sisters of the Poor in 
the United States and an occupational therapist.

SR. NANCY
From page 9
dia or apps. Or they can be centered on 
conscious choices about what we post to 
(and how often we engage with) social 
media. Here are some suggestions:

Daily Fasts
— Turn off your phone from 11 p.m. 

to 7 a.m. the next morning. Living with-
out digital interruptions for eight hours 
straight offers a peaceful evening and a 
complete night’s rest.

— Limit your entertainment, gaming 
or viewing to one hour.

— When catching up with friends or 
family, suggest no phones during your 
meal. See where the conversation goes!

24-hour Fasts
— Do a complete digital fast by turn-

ing off your digital devices and storing 
them away for a 24-hour period.

Weeklong Fasts
— Stay off of all social media for 

a week. Remove the apps from your 
phone.

— Fast from your favorite video game 
or streaming show for a week.

Seasonal Fasts
— Fast from certain media during 

Lent. Replace that time with prayer or 
spiritual reading.

Elements to a digital fast plan:
Identifying some concrete elements 

to a digital fast will make it more realis-
tic and help you to keep to what you’ve 
committed.

— Understand your habits and trig-
gers to media usage.

— Determine the period of the fast.
— Select what you will do to limit ac-

cess to those problem apps/devices.
— Consider alternatives to time 

spent on your digital app/device, such as 
setting aside time for prayer.

— Establish concrete actions to per-
severe in your fast. What will help you 
stick with it?

— Predict obstacles that may arise 
and ways you will overcome those ob-
stacles.

As we continue this Lenten season 
and perhaps observe an additional Na-
tional Day of Unplugging (first Friday in 
March), let us consider our relationship 
to our digital media. May this practice of 
digital fasting lead us to center our lives 
more on Christ and open us to the peace 
that only he can give.

Sister Nancy Usselmann is director of 
the Pauline Center for Media Studies in 
Los Angeles and a media literacy education 
specialist.

Boonville, Ss. Peter & Paul
Chris & Celeste Bowman, 45 years
Jeffrey & Alicia Cotton, 30 years

Vandalia, Sacred Heart
Christopher & Laura Straube, 10 years

Columbia, Our Lady of Lourdes — 
Megan Borges & Zachary Koenig

Russellville, St. Michael — Bohannon 
Augustus Bruemmer, son of Thomas 
& Madison Bruemmer

Wardsville, St. Stanislaus — Alexis 
Dahlia Elaine Rhodes, daughter of 
Alexander Rhodes & Emily Bias

Boonville, Ss. Peter & Paul — Doris 
Kempf, her 91st on Jan. 3; William A. 
Lang, his 93rd on Jan. 6; Geraldine 
Smith, her 94th on Jan. 8; Martha 
L. Potter, her 94th on Jan 9; Alice 
Browning, her 91st on Jan. 30; Fay 
Kempf, her 94th on Feb. 9; Doris 
Stoecklein, her 90th on Mar. 1; 
Edward Fahrendorf, his 91st on Mar. 
7; Marlene Bodine, her 92nd on 
Mar. 15; Adrienne Fairley, her 90th 
on Mar. 23; Catherine Whitehurse, 
her 103rd on Mar. 30

Indian Grove, St. Raphael — James 
Speichinger, his 90th on Feb. 17

Jefferson City, St. Peter — Mary Ann 
Kramer, her 90th on March 29

Mary Beth Flatley Tajkowski, 67 — 
sister of Father Matthew Flatley, 
pastor of Immaculae Conception 
Parish in Jefferson City — on March 
9. The Mass of Christian Burial will 
be celebrated on March 18 in Ss. 
Joachim and Ann Church in St. 
Charles. Burial will be in Calvary 
Cemetery in St. Louis.

Centralia, Holy Spirit — Joseph 
Castrop; Rebecca McCollum; Zeta 
Ryan; Dorothy Wright

Jefferson City, Immaculate 
Conception — Betty O’Connor

Taos, St. Francis Xavier — Norbert Schaefer

Wardsville, St. Stanislaus — Logan Lowry

DECADE
From page 17

mind that this would be the trajectory of his pontificate, and 
the synod on synodality I think is, in some way, the opportu-
nity for him to pull everything together,” he said. “There are 
people who want him to go faster, but he wants things to be 
held together and the Church to be held together.”

Asked what he thought was the most significant aspect of 
Pope Francis’ pontificate, the cardinal cited his predecessor, 
the late Cardinal Francis E. George, who participated in the 
2013 conclave, and said the best description of Pope Francis 
was “He’s free.”

“He’s free in the sense of wanting to listen to different 

voices in the life of the Church,” Cardinal Cupich said. “He’s 
free in being imaginative, but also he has the kind of freedom 
that really allows him to be joyful in this ministry.”

“John Paul II told us what we should do. Benedict told 
us why we should do it. And Francis is saying, ‘Do it,’” the 
cardinal said. 

Pope Francis is leading by example in how he cares for the 
poor, sees God at work in people’s real lives and reaches out 
to people often overlooked by the Church.

“I think history will look back on this pontificate as histor-
ic, as pivotal in the life of the Church,” Cardinal Cupich said.

good to get out and see this beauti-
ful state of Missouri! This is a beauti-
ful state, and even the most beautiful 
church pales in comparison to God’s 
creation that you encounter along the 
road.”

All of this, the author hopes, will 
draw people into a state of prayer. 

“A lot of people think they’re sup-
posed to be talking nonstop to God,” 
he noted. “I think we sometimes forget 
that God is just desperately trying to 
get a word in edgewise.

“He doesn’t do as many burning 
bushes as he used to,” the author stated. 
“He’s into whispers now. If you listen, 
you’ll hear and understand him.”

Places to Pray: Holy Sites in Catholic 
Missouri is available in bookstores and at 
patrickmurphyauthor.com.

PLACES
From page 11
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My peace I give to you Aging gracefully

Dragon power!

It’s in the bag!

Students of Holy Family School in Hannibal dress up as their 
100-year-old selves for the 100th day of school on Feb. 5. 

— Photo from the Holy Family School – Hannibal Facebook page. 

Students of St. Peter School in Jefferson City gather in the shape of a peace sign on Feb. 3, “For he 
himself is our peace.” (Ephesians 2:14).  — Photo from the St. Peter Catholic School Facebook page

Students at St. George School in Hermann cheer on their schoolmates during the annual 8th Grade 
vs. the Teachers volleyball game Feb. 3. — Photos from the St. George Catholic School - Hermann, MO Facebook page

ABOVE: Fr. Tolton Regional Catholic High School students in Co-
lumbia, along with principal/present Dr. Daniel Everett, present a 
donation of $2,960.44 to the St. Raymond’s Society, raised from 
an inter-house Penny War during Catholic Schools Week. Bragging 
rights went to the House of Sebastian for winning the Penny War. 

— Photo from the Fr. Tolton Regional Catholic High School Facebook page

Pennies from heaven

LEFT: St. Joseph School students in Martinsburg bag 2,000 pounds 
of cereal during a Catholic Schools Week service field trip to the 
Food Bank for Central & Northeast Missouri during Catholic schools 
week.  — Photos by Katie Swaim
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Jesus calls Lazarus
to come out from his tomb

Bible Accent

Puzzle

Benezet (1163-1184) led a 
very quiet life as child, spend-
ing most of his time caring 
for the sheep on his mother’s 
farm. Being both thought-
ful and imaginative, he used 
some of his idle time to find 
a way for people to be able to 
cross the nearby Rhone River.

On a very important day in 
his life, during a rare eclipse 
of the sun, Benezet heard a 
voice from the darkness tell-
ing him to build a bridge over 
the river. Even though bridge 
building was usually commissioned by wealthy men in their wills, 
he set out to try. He appealed to the Bishop of Avignon, France, 
who at first doubted what such a young man could do. The Lord 
used Benezet to perform several miracles to convince the bishop, 
who released the funds to build the bridge.

When Benezet died only seven years later, the bridge was al-
most completed. We honor him on April 14.

In biblical times, it was very important for Jews to bury 
their dead honorably. When a family member died, the female 
relatives would prepare the body for burial by washing it, trim-
ming the hair and nails, applying spices and wrapping it in 
strips of linen. The body was then wrapped in a shroud and 
laid in a family tomb, which was oftentimes a cave with a large 
rock placed in front of it.

Loved ones would visit the tomb, and on the third day af-
ter the burial, the body would be checked, because sometimes 
people were accidentally buried alive. Afterward, the body was 
anointed with oils or perfumes.

Once the body had been in the tomb for a while and only 
bones were left, the bones would be gathered and placed in a 
box called an ossuary. That way, there would be room in the 
cave to bury other family members who had died.

Lazarus, who lived in the vil-
lage of Bethany, was very sick. 
Because they were very close 
friends with Jesus, his two sis-
ters, Mary and Martha, sent 
a messenger to find Jesus and 
ask him to please come to heal 
Lazarus. The messenger found 
Jesus and said to him, “Master, 
the one you love is ill.”

Jesus answered, “This illness 
is not to end in death, but is for 
the glory of God, that the Son of 
God may be glorified through 
it.” So Jesus remained where he 
was for two more days. Then he 
said to his apostles, “Let us go 
back to Judea.”

But the disciples did not 
want to return to Judea. “Rab-
bi,” they said, “the Jews were 
just trying to stone you, and 
you want to go back there?”

But Jesus insisted: “Our 
friend Lazarus is asleep, but I 
am going to awaken him.”

“Master, if he is asleep, he 
will be saved.”

But Jesus did not really mean 
that Lazarus was asleep, so he 
said to them directly, “Lazarus 
has died. And I am glad for you 
that I was not there, that you 
may believe. Let us go to him.” 
By the time Jesus and his fol-
lowers reached Bethany, Laza-
rus had been dead for four days.

Martha heard Jesus was 
coming, so she ran out to meet 

him. She said, “Lord, if you had 
been here, my brother would 
not have died. (But) even now 
I know that whatever you ask of 
God, God will give you.”

“Your brother will rise,” Jesus 
said.

“I know he will rise, in the 
resurrection on the last day.”

But Jesus said, “I am the res-
urrection and the life; whoever 
believes in me ... will never die.”

Later Mary came to Jesus 
and cried over her brother’s 
death. “Where have you laid 
him?” Jesus asked.

“Sir, come and see,” she an-
swered. Then Jesus wept.

When he reached the tomb 
Jesus said, “Take away the 
stone.”

When Martha told Jesus 

Lazarus had already been dead 
four days, Jesus answered, “Did 
I not tell you that if you believe 
you will see the glory of God?”

The tomb was opened and 
Jesus shouted, “Lazarus, come 
out!”

And Lazarus came out, alive, 
still wrapped in his burial cloth.

“Untie him and let him go,” 
Jesus said.

And many people believed 
in God because of what Jesus 
had done.

Read more about it...
John 11

1. What did Jesus tell the 
messenger sent by Mary and 
Martha?

2. How did Jesus help Laza-
rus?

The following sentences were spoken to Jesus by his friend Mary or his friend 
Martha, the sisters of Lazarus. On the blank line next to each sentence, write 
the name of the sister who was doing the speaking. Hints have been provided.

1. “I have come to believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one 
who is coming into the world.” (John 11:27) _________

2. “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” (John 
11:32) _________

3. “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me by myself to do the serv-
ing?” (Luke 10:40) _________

4. “I know he will rise, in the resurrection on the last day.” (John 11:24) 
_________

Answers: 1. Martha; 2. Mary; 3. Martha; 4. Martha.

Why do you think Jesus 
performed miracles?

Essay Gospel Reading for 
March 26, 2023:

John 1:1-45

St. Benezet

Serving clients throughout the Diocese of Jefferson City since 1985 
with asbestos, lead, mold, and environmental services.

Contact Us
1-800-769-5798 
www.arsi-mo.com

BUILDING DEMOLITION?

Asbestos Inspection 
and Abatement
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On air
Mustard Seed

Sunday Scripture readings
and reflections

Sundays, 10:06 am, KWIX-
AM 1230, Moberly

Sundays, 8 am, KRLL-AM 
1420, California

EWTN and other 
Catholic programming

Covenant Radio Network 
broadcasts

KHJR 88.1 FM, Jefferson City
KBKC 90.1 FM, Moberly
KEFL 91.5 FM, Kirksville

94.7 FM, Columbia
103.3 FM, Fulton

K216GM 91.1 FM, Canton

Limited Adult 
Audience

L
Knock at the Cabin (R)

Movie Ratings

Ratings are supplied by OSV News Service.

Morally
Offensive

O
Cocaine Bear (R)
Magic Mike’s Last Dance (R)
Scream VI (R)

Adults

A-III
65 (PG-13)
80 for Brady (PG-13)
Ant-Man and The Wasp: Quantumania (PG-13)
Champions (PG-13)
Creed III (PG-13)
Operation Fortune: Ruse de Guerre (R)

Adults and 
Adolescents

A-II
Jesus Revolution (PG-13)

By Elizabeth Scalia
St. Joseph’s feastday will 

be observed this year on 
Monday, March 20, since the 
Lenten Sunday takes prece-
dence in the calendar.

In Befriending St. Joseph: 
Finding Faith, Hope and 
Courage in the Seven Sorrows 
Devotion (Ave Maria Press, 
2022), Deacon Greg Kandra 
was challenged to find a way 
to speak of — and perhaps 
for — this saint of silence. 
He talked with OSV News 
about that project.

OSV News: Was “Be-
friending Joseph” born out of 
a relationship with Joseph, or 
was a relationship born of the 
assignment?

Deacon Greg Kandra: I’d 

been sort of indifferent about 
St. Joseph. Like many Catho-
lics, I saw him as that plaster 
figure over on the side altar, 
and had a hard time think-
ing about him as anything 
more than a silent carpenter. 
But when Ave Maria Press ap-
proached me about this book, 
it was near the end of the Year 
of St. Joseph, and he’d been 
getting a lot of attention. That 
already had me wondering 
whether there was more to Jo-
seph than I knew, and it helped 
give the book its shape. 

OSV News: What are the 

seven sorrows of St. Joseph?

Deacon Kandra: Basi-
cally, they parallel the seven 
sorrows of Mary. They’re 
moments from Joseph’s life 
in which he experienced 
great sorrow that was later 
transformed into joy — 
wrestling with whether to 
divorce Mary; seeing Jesus 
born in poverty; having to 
flee with his family to Egypt, 
etc. As for the devotion itself, 
the story goes that two Fran-
ciscans nearly died in a ship-
wreck and prayed fervently 
to St. Joseph to rescue them. 
He appeared to them, guid-

ed them to safety and asked 
them to reflect on the seven 
sorrows of his life. The Seven 
Sorrows Devotion is the result. 
This book is really a new take 
on that, for a contemporary 
audience.

OSV News: Silence is al-
ways a challenge, right? How 
did Joseph’s scriptural silence 
challenge you with this proj-
ect? 

Deacon Kandra: The inter-
esting thing about Joseph is 
how, in his silence, he shows us 
who he is. He shows us a type 
of fidelity, prayerfulness and 
discipleship just by “doing.” He 
doesn’t have to say a word — 
it’s all in the choices he makes 
and the path he follows, and 
so much of it is rooted in holy 
trust. He listened to angels and 
basically thought, “OK. What-
ever you say. I’m on board.” 

How many of us can do that 
today? He really was one of the 
first to “let go and let God,” 
and his simple faithfulness and 
obedience models a powerful 
way of following God’s will.

OSV News: You were 
forced to tap into your imagi-
nation to write parts of this 
book, bringing the reader into 
Joseph’s world. This was a dif-
ferent kind of writing for you, 
wasn’t it? 

Deacon Kandra: A lot of 
this involved, kind of, prayer-
fully imagining what might 
have been. Again, challenging, 
but it was actually a great spiri-
tual exercise. But it did feel 
risky, writing in sort of nov-
elistic fashion to help round 
out the life of Joseph — put-
ting myself in his sandals, so 
to speak. I wasn’t sure about 
it but, to my relief, my editor 
liked it and encouraged me to 
follow the impulse. From there 
it almost wrote itself. It was lib-
erating, really, and I’m so grate-
ful at the responses I’ve gotten 
from readers.

OSV News: Has complet-
ing the book impacted your 
regard for Joseph, now?

Deacon Kandra: Oh yeah. 
He’s become my go-to guy! I 

Befriending St. Joseph, 
and imagining his silent sorrows

turn to him a lot when I feel 
insecure, or if I’m anxious 
about starting something new, 
or just feeling unable to trust 
God’s will for my life. Writ-
ing about Joseph and what he 
went through has brought me 
a sense of purpose and peace 
that I’ve come to treasure. 

OSV News: With the book, 
you’ve helped us to better 
know St. Joseph — and pos-
sibly given the church a classic 
reference for him. Who would 
you like to write about next?

Deacon Kandra: It might 
be interesting to tackle the life 
of another deacon, St. Stephen. 
We know so little about him, 
but he’s venerated as the first 
martyr and a patron saint of 
deacons. Was he married? Did 
he have a family? What led him 
to that fateful moment when 
he gave his life for the Lord? 
Maybe there’s a “Befriending 
St. Stephen” in my future. I 
also have a long-aborning la-
bor of love that I need to do: 
a book about Thomas Merton 
and his impact on my life and 
vocation, filtered through the 
lens of New York City. Maybe 
I need to just go off to a mon-
astery with my laptop for a 
year and get these done! My 
wife would probably appreci-
ate having me out of the house.

Peter B Myren
Financial Advisor

744 W Stadium Blvd Suite F2
Jefferson City, MO 65109

573-635-1454573-635-1454

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

4.70
6-month

%___
APY* 5.00

1-year

%___
APY* 4.75

2-year

%___
APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 02/22/2023. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured 
up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each 
account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to 
availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs 
can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in 
market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of 
interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. 
All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).
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Daily Readings

Sponsored by

Sunday, Mar 19
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
1 Sm. 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a
Ps. 23: 1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6
Eph. 5:8-14
Jn. 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 

34-38

Monday, Mar 20
ST. JOSEPH, SPOUSE OF THE 

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
2 Sm. 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16
Ps. 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29
Rom. 4:13, 16-18, 22
Mt. 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk. 

2:41-51a

Tuesday, Mar 21
Ez. 47:1-9, 12
Ps. 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9
Jn. 5:1-16

Wednesday, Mar 22
Is. 49:8-15
Ps. 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18
Jn. 5:17-30

Thursday, Mar 23
St. Turibius of Mogrovejo, bishop
Ex. 32:7-14
Ps. 106:19-20, 21-22, 23
Jn. 5:31-47

Friday, Mar 24
Wis. 2:1a, 12-22
Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21, 23
Jn. 7:1-2, 10, 25-30

Saturday, Mar 25
THE ANNUNCIATION OF 

THE LORD
Is. 7:10-14; 8:10
Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 11
Heb. 10:4-10
Lk. 1:26-38

The Holy Father’s prayer 
intentions for March:

We pray for those who have suffered 
harm from members of the Church; 

may they find within the Church 
herself a concrete response to their 

pain and suffering.

Sunday, Mar 26
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
Ez. 37:12-14
Ps. 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8
Rom. 8:8-11
Jn. 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-

27, 33b-45

Monday, Mar 27
Dn. 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 

or 13:41c-62
Ps. 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6
Jn. 8:1-11

Tuesday, Mar 28
Nm. 21:4-9
Ps. 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21
Jn. 8:21-30

Wednesday, Mar 29
Dn. 3:14-20, 91-92, 95
(Ps.) Dn. 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56
Jn. 8:31-42

Thursday, Mar 30
Gn. 17:3-9
Ps. 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9
Jn. 8:51-59

Friday, Mar 31
Jer. 20:10-13
Ps. 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7
Jn. 10:31-42

Saturday, Apr 1
Ez. 37:21-28
(Ps.) Jer. 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13
Jn. 11:45-56

BROTHER GABRIEL
From page 6

That mutuality helps the 
monks accomplish great things 
for God and his Church. 

“Our work of prayer and 
common life allows us to pro-
vide the care and attention to 
the seminarians we’re forming 
in the seminary in a unique 
way that only we can do, and 
provide a restful retreat for the 
people who come here as guests 
that allows them to know that 
they are in the presence of 
God,” said Bother Gabriel. 

“Right now”
By professing simple vows, 

Brother Gabriel stated public-
ly before God that he accepts 
this as his lifelong calling from 
God. 

 “And that is to be my gift 

to the Lord right now,” he said. 
This time in simple vows 

is a period of discernment of 
whether or not to make the 
vows perpetual.

Brother Gabriel talked 
about how everyone who is 
baptized has received a call-
ing to follow Christ and live 
and grow in the holiness that 
comes from God.

Each person also receives a 
particular calling, a path and 
mission through this life, willed 
by God as part of his plan to of-
fer salvation to all people. 

“It goes back to what Jesus 
said is the greatest command-
ment: love God with your 
whole being, and love your 
neighbor as yourself,” said 
Brother Gabriel.

“And also his command at 
the Last Supper to ‘love one 
another as I have loved you,’” 
he continued. “For me, that’s 
what I’m trying to live out, 
and that’s what all vocations 
are trying to live out in differ-
ent ways. And this is how I am 
now convinced that I am being 
called to do that.”

He will remember and re-
profess those vows again and 
again, each time someone ad-
dresses him by name. 

“That reminder of the An-
nunciation will prompt me to 
say, ‘Yes, today, I am going to 
live out this calling and to rely 
on God to help me,’” he said.

It will also remind him of all 
the people who have encour-
aged and challenged him to say 

“yes” to God and his vocation.
“And I will give thanks for 

them and keep praying for 
them,” he stated.

He said he’s excited to find 
out what God has in store for 
him — whether it be teaching 
or leading retreats or minister-
ing at neighboring parishes or 
serving in some other capac-
ity at the monastery — and 
whether he is being called to be 
ordained a priest or to remain 
a brother.

He won’t lose sight of his 

friends and loved ones back 
home. 

“Part of my vocation of 
prayer is to remember where 
I’ve come from,” he stated. 

“So I ask the people of my 
home diocese to pray, as I do, 
for vocations to serve both in 
the Diocese of Jefferson City 
and here at Conception and 
throughout the Church, and 
that people will find their vo-
cation and have the courage to 
follow it in today’s culture,” he 
said.

ORGAN
From page 13

Instead of a digital, electronic or electro-pneu-
matic apparatus, it has an elaborate collection of 
rods, slats and counterweights — centuries-old 
technology that gives the organist a direct, me-
chanical connection from the keys to the pipes.

“It’s what opens the pallets to the let air into 
the pipes to make it speak,” said Fr. Secrist. 

Such an organ is commonly known as a 
“tracker.”

Fr. Doyle predicted that the solid workman-
ship and simple mechanism would allow the or-
gan to last for hundreds of years. 

“Definitely among Catholic churches, it was 

the most recent tracker instrument that’s been 
built in this diocese,” said Fr. Secrist. “It’s con-
tinued good sound is testament to the durability 
of instruments that make use of fully mechani-
cal action.”

He noted that the St. Clement organ doesn’t 
speak with the same kind of high-German Ba-
roque voice that was common for new organs in 
the late 20th century. 

“I would describe it as a very Catholic instru-
ment,” said Fr. Secrist. “It doesn’t have a strident 
diapason chorus. It’s made to function, to work 
in Catholic Liturgy. And it does.”

ST. PATRICK
From page 8

Patrick’s Day, March 17, 
with the statue from Ire-
land,” she recalled. 

The statue had been 
shipped to at least three states 
enroute to its new home.

“Father often marveled 
that St. Patrick arrived on 
St. Patrick’s Day,” said Mrs. 
Vanderbeck.

Bishop Michael F. McAu-
liffe of Jefferson City, now 
deceased, blessed the stat-
ue when he dedicated the 
church on Memorial Day of 
that year.

A time capsule contain-
ing a list of parishioners and 
guests at the dedication was 
buried in front of the statue.

A copper plaque on the 
statue’s base tells the story. 
The plaque’s presence points 
to Fr. Barnett’s penchant for 

recognizing God at work in 
mysterious ways. 

“There is absolutely noth-
ing God can’t do,” the priest 
would say, “except what you 
won’t let him do.” 

Mr. Breen, the sculptor, 
died in 1989. 

A relative recently posted 
grainy photos on Reddit from 
a faded album of the artist’s 
nearly five-decade career. 

One of the photos is of 
Mr. Breen standing next to a 
work in progress that appears 
to be the statue in Laurie. 

“His work is in Ireland, 
in what looks like various 
churches and cemeteries,” 
the relative stated.

And also in the heart of 
Miller County, where it ar-
rived 43 years ago in God’s 
good time. 

This undated photo belonging to a rela-
tive and posted on Reddit shows the 
late  Arthur J. Breen of Dublin carving 
a limestone statue of St. Patrick — per-
haps the one that now stands in Laurie. 
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Bishop W. Shawn Mc-
Knight made a pastoral visit to 

Bishop’s trip to Uganda subject of diocese’s latest podcast
the Archdiocese of Kampala, 
Uganda, home of four mis-

sionary priests who are serving 
in this diocese, beginning on 
Christmas Day, 2022. 

Joining him was Father 

Boniface Kasiita Nzabonimpa, 
a priest of the Kampala arch-
diocese who is serving as pas-
tor of St. Boniface Parish in 

Brunswick, St. Joseph Parish in 
Salisbury and St. Mary of the 
Angels Parish in Wien. 

Jacob Luecke, diocesan di-
rector of communications, 
gathers insights and recollec-
tions from the bishop and priest 
in the latest Diocese of Jefferson 
City Podcast, posted this week 
at diojeffcity.org/podcast.

“Kampala is a very old 
church, a very ancient church, 
and Uganda is a very beauti-
ful country,” says Bishop Mc-
Knight, who also comments 
on the level of engagement of 
young people in Uganda and 
the United States, the shared 
mission of Catholic bishops 
throughout the world, and 
other interesting topics.

St. Louis 
of France 

Parish

Bonnots
Mill

Fried Chicken, REAL Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, 
Corn, Slaw, Homemade Bread & Desserts

Adults & to-go plates $15 • Kids 5-10 $8
4 & Under FREE

Sunday, March 26
from noon-6 pm

C H I C K E N  D I N N E RC H I C K E N  D I N N E R

COUNTRY STORE
ONLINE SILENT AUCTION on Facebook:

“St. Louis of France Catholic Church, Bonnots Mill, MO”

Most Pure Heart of Mary Parish

SEAFOODSEAFOOD
BUFFETBUFFET

FRIDAY, MARCH 24FRIDAY, MARCH 24
CHAMOIS

All you care to eat — 4-7:30 pm
FISH, FROG LEGS & SHRIMP

Adults $20 - Age 6-12 $10
5 & under FREE Eldon K of C #7133

FISH & SHRIMP FRYFISH & SHRIMP FRY

ELDONELDON
Eldon Catholic Center 5-7 pm

Fridays
March 17, 24 & 31

Fried catfish, baked  pollock, 
fried shrimp, fries, baked potato, 

baked beans, coleslaw, corn-
bread, dessert & drink

All you care to eat
Fish Dinners

Adults $12, Kids 6-12 $6
(under 6 free)

10 jumbo shrimp & sides
Combo plate - 5 jumbo shrimp, 

fish & sides
(no seconds on shrimp)

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BISHOP MCAULIFFE COUNCIL #12992/BOY SCOUT TROOP 104

HAND-BREADED FISH FILLETS, MACARONI & CHEESE,
FRENCH FRIES, COLESLAW, GREEN BEANS & ICE CREAM

FISH FRY

DRIVE-THRU TAKEOUT ONLY — $12

FRIDAY MARCH 24
4:30-7 PM

CATHEDRAL OF ST.  JOSEPH UNDERCROFT • JEFFERSON CITY

LENTEN
FISH FRYS

russellville

Fried USA catfish, coleslaw, fried and 
boiled potatoes, baked beans & dessert

Mac & cheese & hot dogs available
Adult carry-outs available

ST. MICHAEL KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Adults  $13 • Children  7-12  $6

St. Michael’s Parish Hall

    4:30-7 pm
March 17 & 31

Knights of Columbus & St. Elizabeth CYO

St. Elizabeth Community Center

FRIDAY, 
MARCH 31

4-7 PM Bag-a-Prize
Sponsored by St. Ann Sodality

Fried fish, homestyle potato chips, cornbread, 
coleslaw, green beans, applesauce & desserts
Adults $13 / Kids 6-12 $6 / Kids 5 & under free

$13 TO-GO orders available in the Church Basement

S t .  M a r t i n  H o m e  a n d  S c h o o l

St. Martin School Gymnasium 
Business 50 West, St. Martins
Where:

When:
Friday, March 24

 4:30-7:30 pm

St. Thomas Knights of Columbus Council #2149

DINE-IN OR CARRY-OUT
Gluten free fried fish fillets,

hushpuppies (not gluten free), baked potato,
French fries, baked beans, coleslaw and dessert

adults $12 / kids $6 / 5 & younger free

Friday, March 24Friday, March 24     4:30-7PM     4:30-7PM
St. Thomas

St. Thomas the Apostle Parish Center

4:30-7:30 pm
Dine-in or Carry-out

Taos K of C Council #6430

FISH FRY

Fried fish or boiled 
shrimp, baked 
potato or fries, 
slaw, hushpuppies, 
baked beans, ice 
cream, tea & coffee

FRIDAYS
MARCH 17 & 31

$14

Knights of Columbus Hall

TAOS
Kids burger & fries—$6

FishFish
EVERY FRIDAY DURING LENT

THRU APRIL 7
All you
can eat!

DINE-IN  $15/person, ½ price kids 12 & under
TAKE-OUT curbside $14/person

Fish, hush puppies, french fries, coleslaw, coffee & tea

Knights of Columbus Jay Harris Council 8620

WARSAWFryFry
SERVING

3-7 pm
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